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T is both wise and just that the correct history of the 
original settlement and reclamation from savagery of every 
district in the United States should be preserved by the inhab- 
itants of such locality. It is a source of pleasure to the 
descendants and successors of the first occupants; and, when 
its accomplishment may have demanded, as in all this section 
of country, both moral and physical courage, combined with 
intelligence and steadfastness of purpose, its preservation 
tends to the elevation of each succeeding generation occupy- 
ing the same soil. It descends as a higher title to true manhood 
and womanhood than are the merely inherited titles of rank 
in the old countries of Europe. It is the base upon which 
rests a degree of laudable self-respect and inherited patriotism 
unknown to the old and intensified populations of the old 
world. 

j The settlement of Texas was altogether unlike that of 

■' .ny other State or territory in the Union, so far as the Anglo- 
I ' 'axon race is concerned. All the hazards elsewhere under- . 
' taken were ventured under the aBgis of the United States. 
, Tn Texas every adventurous immigrant entering its domain 
risked the uncertainties, the despotisms, the internecine 
. strifes, the crude ideas of republicanism, and the demoraliza- 
tions of a nation of mixed blooded p^^\^j >«Vc> \v8w^ \i^is^ 
'• hdd, tor three hundred years, in a\>^eQ\. «v3^i\^^^I^o^ \»^ ^ 
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foreign, absolute monarchy, followed by eleven years of cruc 
relentless war, from which they had just emerged — in 
self -same year in which our race first essayed the attempt 
settle Texas — 1821. Too feeble to afford protection to tl 
American colonists invited by them to settle and occupy thei 
northern wilderness, comprehended under the designation (i 
the ^Trovince of Texas," and from time immemorial don 
inated by roving and hostile tribes of Indians, the colonist 
from the first, were thrown upon their own resources f( 
existence, and for protection against these ever-moving ad 
ever- watchful American Arabs. 

Settlements feebly began in the lower or coast country 

January, 1822, in Austin^s colony, followed by others in I 

Witt^s colony in 1825-6, and continued to increase, from t 

Nueces to the Sabine, along the inner coast belt and as far bac 

in a few spots, as the ancient Spanish military road from Si 

Antonio de Bexar to Nacogdoches. So it was when Texas reT 

lutionized in 1835 and won her independence in 1836. Five yes 
passed away and brought the close of 1841, twenty years afti 

the first settlement, and still all of North Texas remained 

much a wilderness as it was when Cortez conquered Mexi 

in 1521. This more immediate section, though occasional 

traversed by adventurous hunters and trappers, was simp 

known by the people elsewhere by the somewhat appropria 

designation of the "Three Forks of the Trinity'' counti 

the Elm and Main forks uniting near Dallas and the B< 

d'Arc or Bast fork about thirty miles below. 

The first incident connected with the immediate territc 

of Dallas county, of which we have knowledge, was stat 

by the author of this sketch, in an address to the Texas V 

eran Association, at their reunion in Dallas, on the semi-c£ 

tennial of San Jacinto Day, Apnl %\ \W^\ 
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'^Forty-nine years ago, in the autumn of 1837, when all 
is country, known as North and Northwest Texas, was an 
[peopled wilderness, excepting in its occupancy by roving 
bes of hostile savages, a company of about fifty volunteers, 
ider the command of Capt. William M. Eastland, left 
bGrange, on the lower Colorado, on an expedition against 
e savages in the upper country, the commander being a 
idler of San Jacinto, and the same Christian prisoner who 
ew a black bean in the lottery of life and was one of the 
^enteen martyrs shot unto death as malefactors, by the order 
Santa Anna, at the hacienda of Salado, in the interior of 

I 

exico, March 25, 1843 . In due time this company reached 
e highlands, now in Eastland county, dividing the waters 
Pecan bayou, the Leon and the Clear fork of the Brazos, 
lere they divided into two parties — the larger under Capt. 
istland, returning south on the Colorado slope of the 
untry — the other, consisting of twenty men, under Lieuts. 
m Benthuysen and Miles, moved northeastwardly, crossed 
e Brazos near the mouth of the Clear fork, and struck the 
ftin or West fork of the Trinity, in what is now Wise county, 
lere, on the 10th of November, they were suddenly attacked 
' 150 Indians, but found refuge in a ravine, where they 
3re besieged from forenoon to night, losing Lieut. Miles and 
^ht men, besides several wounded and all their horses. 

'^Through the shelter of the night they reacTied the river 
ttom, and along its serpentine banks they were harrassed 
iring the succeeding day, but their unerring rifles finally 
mpelled theirji pursuers to abandon the conflict with a severe 
js. For five days they followed the river down its meanders 
1 they reached the junction of the Main and Elm forks, 
ree miles above this city. On the sixth day they crossed to 
e east side at the mouth of Turtle cteoik, ^viSl, ^TcS^a "^ssSs. ^ 
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half below, came to the bluff, rising above overflow, whei 
the village of Dallas was founded or first settled four yeai 
later. Some suffering with wounds, all well-nigh denuded c 
clothing and their flesh torn with thorns, they resolved to ha] 
for repose. With mud and oak ooze their wounds were poui 
ticed, buffaloes were killed for meat, their hides converte 
into moccasins and ^'leggings, ^' and after three or four daj 
thus spent at the spring near where Jackson street crosses th 
town branch, they recrossed the river and traveled sout 
along the prairie, but always near the timber for protectioi 
if attacked, and finally reached the border settlements in tt 
lower country/^ 

THE MILITARY ROAD. 

The next point of known interest, preceding the setth 
ment of Dallas county, was the opening, or rather the marl 
ing and partly opening through it by the government of th 
Eepublic, of a military road, the initial points being Austi 
and (as finally fixed) the mouth of Kiamishi, in Red Riv( 
county. Prom the forthcoming volume entitled "The India 
Wars and Pioneers of Texas, '^ by the author of this histor 
the following account of that expedition is taken: 

*^The Congress of 1839-40, in its first session at Austii 
made provision for opening a military road from that plac 
to Eed river. * Col. William G. Cooke, who had succeede 
Col. Burleson in command of the regulars, was ordered \ 
take charge of the expedition destined for that service. Tl: 
entire route lay outside of the settlements, it ^being approx 
mately a direct line from Austin to Bonham, then known i 
Port Inglish and the home of a worthy pioneer named Baile 
Inglish. 

^^Col. Gooke joined the troops on Little river (now i 
Bell county) on the 9th oi SeTptmfeet, \^^^, ^V^^^ ^ 
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remained five days waiting for mules promised, but which 
"were not delivered. In the meantime the beeves escaped. 
"Without waiting for others, which were to follow as soon as 
possible. Col. Cooke moved north, arriving at the Waco vil- 
lage on the 17th, where he had ordered Capt. HoUiday to 
meet him. This village, by the march of civilization, is now 
the handsome and prosperous city of Waco. He remained 
here till the quartermaster came up with supplies, including 
beeves, when he took up the line of march for the Trinity, 
the objective point being the vicinity of the city of Dallas. 

"His march was slow, owing to the difficulty in crossing 
the creeks with wagons. A drouth prevailed, and in two or 
three cases he was compelled to camp without water. This, 
however, for lack of knowledge of the country, as water was 
abundant in streams near the route. On one of these occa- 
sions, in the region of Chambers creek, some of the men, in 
disobedience of orders, went back unarmed on the trail for 
water. They were attacked by about fifteen Indians and five 
of them killed. During the succeeding night a severe 
"norther" blew up, and the beeves again escaped and were 
doubtless driven off by Indians, who prowled about every 
camp from the Brazos to the Trinity. Their daily march 
averaged about eight miles. After this second loss of beeves, 
they had no provisions excepting sugar and coffee. They 
had found buffalo abundant from Little river to the Brazos, 
and also north of Chambers^ creek; but as they approached 
the Trinity, game became scarce, and before they had reached 
the main bottom they were obliged to subsist for several days 
on dogs, mules and horses. 

"In this condition of things. Col. Cooke became satisfied 
that it was impossible to reach the Red river settlements with 
the wagons or even the sick; and being informed by his pilot 
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that it was only two days on horseback to settlements on the 
Sulphur fork of Red river, determined to leave a part of the 
command and march on for supplies, expecting to reach the 
settlements in five days. Lieut. -Col. Clendenin, at his own 
request, was left in camp on the west side of the Trinity with 
the wagons, the sick and forty men as a guard. This camp 
was not far from Miller's Ferry of later years. 

"On the fifth day after leaving the Trinity, Col. Cooke 
came in contact with a thicket, supposed by him to be the 
head of the Sabine, through which it took five days to cut. 
[The present population of the country will readily recognize 
this as the "Journegan thicket," on the boundaries of Collin 
and Hunt counties, made locally famous by events connected 
with the civil war between the States. The writer of this 
was once an ambassador, bearing a conditional olive branch 
to six or seven hundred disaflfected men, enjoying the seclu- 
sion of its retreat and not without favorable results. ] On the 
tenth day after leaving the camp on the Trinity, Col. Cooke 
struck a trail made by Chihuahua traders which, being fol- 
lowed, led him to the house of Bailey Inglish, on the Bois 
d'Arc fork of Eed river, by whom he and his troops ^were 
received very hospitably and furnished with supplies, after 
having been without beef for twenty-two days.' This is the 
language of Col. Cooke himself. 

"Col. Cooke made immediate arrangements for relieving 
the party of Clendenin. A detachment was sent back with 
beeves and oxen to draw the wagons. This relief reached the 
camp on the Trinity on the 5th of November, to find that 
Clendenin, in despair of relief, had temporarily abandoned 
the camp for the settlements below, on the 3d, leaving a note 
stating thai he had been "starved out;" that he had eaten 
most of the mules; that he was obliged to lest^^ lot \,\ifc%%tUa- 
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ments (doubtless old Franklin), and that he expected to return 
in eight or ten days. On the next day, the 4th, Capts. Sker- 
ret and Houghton, of the regulars, with forty men, having 
followed Cooke's trail from Austin, arrived at the deserted 
camp, to find Clendenin's note, and a day later, as stated, the 
relief arrived. 

*^Pour of the relief party, with this information, returned 
to Col. Cooke, on the Bois d'Arc, making the trip in four 
instead of eleven days, evidently avoiding the dreadful thicket. 
As soon as Caot. Skerret reached the Bois d'Arc, the work of 
laying out the road began and was prosecuted until com- 
pleted. 

"The northern initial point of this road was the mouth 
of Kiamishi creek, on Red river, in Red River county; thence 
it ran southwesterly, passing at or near where Paris stands; 
thence nine or ten miles west of the present town of Greenville; 
thence to what was afterwards known as "McKenzie%'' and 
later as "Barnes' '' ferry, on the East fork of Trinity; thence 
to the present county road crossing on White Rock, four 
miles east of Dallas; thence to the Trinity near where the 
Santa Pe railway crosses, a little below Dallas; and thence by 
the Waco village and fort, on Little river, to Austin, an entire 
distance of about three hundred and sixty miles. It was 
'^staked'' through the prairies and "blazed" through timber, 
but not opened through timber and timbered bottoms till 
1843, and then only to the Trinity from the north, when, a 
few settlers having located where Dallas is, it was deflected 
from White Rock so as to cross the river at that point and 
fall on the marked line a little beyond. But the changes in 
the country, by immigration in the next few years, were such 
as to supersede portions of the road «Avd ^oNA^'e.vi, 'Aa. w^^^xs^ 
national intendment, insomucVi t\i«A. Txva.xi^ ^^^'e^orcL^^^^^'^^^^'^ 
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who came to the country but a little later are unaware of or 
have forgotten its origin and character. 

'^On the 14th of November, 1840, from his camp at 
Inglish's, on the Bois d^Arc, Col. Cooke oflScially reported all 
the facts herein recited, up to that date, to Branch T. Archer, 
Secretary of War. That report now lies before me, and has 
been carefully followed in this narration. In it he says that 
he had selected an eligible location for a post, at which to 
store supplies and station men for the protection of the Eed 
Biver settlements against the Indians. 

"The point finally chosen, and at which barracks were 
immediately erected, but not occupied or garrisoned, was at 
or in the immediate vicinity of the present town of Denison, 
a few miles below Coffee^s trading house on Bed river. In 
May, 1841, the Village creek expedition, in which Denton 
was killed, halted on the outward trip, for two or three days, 
at these barracks, and on the return trip disbanded at the 
same place. ^^ 

BIRD^S FORT. 

In the fall and winter of 1840-41 the fort, since known 
as Bird^s Port, about twenty-two miles westerly from Dallas, 
on the north side of the Main or West fork of the Trinity, 
was built by a company of three months Rangers, under 
Capt. John Bird, all residents of Bowie and Red River coun- 
ties. They soon returned home and left the post unoccupied. 
Not far from the same time, but the precise date is unknown, 
Robert Sloan, in command of a detachment from a company 
of "minute^' men in Red River county, made a hasty scout 
through this country, and while here one of the men, named 
David Clubb, formerly of Illinois and a soldier in the Black 
Hawk war of 1832, was killed by Indians at a small lake on 
tlie Wm fork of the Trinity, a short diatance above its mouth 
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and below the Keenan crossing. It has been erroneously said 
that this man^s name was Samuel Chubb, and that he was 
killed on the east side of White Kock creek. Sloan was not 
the captain of the Red River company, but a leader of one of 
the squads into which it was divided for alternate scouting 
purposes. 

In the fall of 1841 the families of Hamp Rattan and 
Capt. Mabel Gilbert, with a few men, reached Bird^s Port, 
and a little later the family of John Beeman. Late in 
November, 1841, a wagon was sent back to Red river for pro- 
visions. It stayed so long that three men were sent to find 
and assist it, if necessary. These men were Alex W. Webb 
(yet living near Mesquite, in Dallas county), Solomon Silk- 
wood and Hamp Rattan. On the east side of Elm fork, about 
a mile and a half southwest of where Carrollton is, while 
cutting down, a large ash tree to get the honey found to be in 
it, and on Christmas day, 1841, Rattan was killed by a small 
party of concealed Indians. Webb and Silkwood killed one 
Indian and escaped to reach the Fort. The snow was six 
inches deep. It was intensely cold, and so remained for sev- 
eral days. Silkwood, from the exposure endured, sickened 
and died. A single man was again started to meet the relief 
wagon. He succeeded, and on the 30th, five days after the 
killing, the wagon reached the scene. The body of Rattan 
was still guarded by his faithful dog. The remains were 
conveyed to the Fort, and there, in a rude coffin made of an 
old wagon body, committed to the earth. His brothers, John 
and Liddleton Rattan, had been in the fight of Village creek, 
in the previous May or June, when Denton was killed. He 
was also a brother of Mrs. A. J. Witt, deceased, of Dallas 
county, and Mrs. J. W. ThrockmoYtcyci ^^^ \L\^^. ^^s>^. "^^i^ju- 
hngb, of Collin. He was aiie\g\i\iOT mTKvsxssv^^^ ^-^^ ^^^^^^^ 
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old fellow-citizen and pioneer of Dallas county. Elder John 
M. Myers, of Carrolton, (so near the spot where he was killed) 
who assures me that he ^as a worthy man. 

BIRTH OF DALLAS. 

Late in November, 1841, John Neely Bryan, a Tennes- 
sean, who had spent some time in the settlements on Eed river, 
camped alone and erected a tent on the banks of the Trinity, 
near the site of the court house, and remained alone till the 
succeeding spring, excepting when visited by persons looking 
at the country. In the spring of 1842, several other families 
having in the meantime arrived at Bird's Fort, the families of 
Capt. Gilbert first and next John Beeman — the former in 
canoes, the latter in an ox wagon — abandoned the Fort and 
removed to Dallas, that of Beeman to remain permanently, 
but, after two or three years, Gilbert returned to Red river. 
Mr. Beeman, with his brothers and their families, had come 
to Bowie county, Texas, from Calhoun county, Illinois, in the 
year 1840, and thence he had moved out, as stated, 
to the Fort. Later in 1842, James J. Beeman, half brother 
of John, and family, came directly from Bowie county to 
Dallas. A few others came during that year, and a few single 
men and prospectors visited the place in that time. Mr. 
Bryan finally secured, as his headright, 640 acres of land 
fronting on the river, long in its front, but very narrow in its 
parallel course, being confined to a strip previously left between 
the square league and labor, surveyed for John Grigsby, of 
Houston county, and the Trinity river, a large portion of 
Bryan's tract being low bottom land, subject to overflow, but 
having a plateau of higher ground, above overflow, abutting 
on the stream for about four hundred yards and rapidly widen- 
ing as it receded from the front, so as to form a good site for a 
Fj'IIage; and, when united with the Grigsby league «>A\d labor of 
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4,605 acres, (both tracts containing 5,245 acres) forming an 
admirable location for a city, as is now demonstrated, for it ex- 
tends from Grand avenue on the southeast to Turtle creek on the 
northwest, and from the river on the southwest to a line 
beyond the outer boundary of East Dallas on the northeast, 
containing an area equivalent to about three miles square. 
The land, however, was not patented to Mr. Bryan till the 
16th of February, 1854, while the headrights (640 acres) of 
John, James J. and John S. Beeman were patented December 
3d, 1850, and the league and labor to John Grigsby on the 
28th of August, 1842. The prior survey of Grigsby was 
unknown to Bryan, and hence arose complications which 
delayed his patent. 

Anticipating events in the order of date, it may be said 
that, in 1874, a very remarkable suit, or rather a suit develop- 
ing remarkable facts, was instituted by heirs to recover from 
three or four hundred citizens, resident on the Grigsby league, 
certain shares in the same. By severance of defendants, two 
or three cases thus far have been decided by the Supreme 
Court in favor of the heirs as to lands held by the particular 
defendants, while other holders have compromised with them. 
As a matter of peculiar interest, involving, by the growth of 
Dallas, property now of large value, a brief statement of the - 
facts is here given: 

John Grigsby came to Texas with a second wife, by whom 
he had two children. By his first wife he had four or five 
children, all of whom came with him . The land was granted 
to him as the head of a family. By the law of Texas, such 
land is community property, belonging equally to the husband 
and wife. Grigsby died. His widow married Edf^^^— -^^^^sa. 
had a child, and then died, ^dem, \»je^^^ ^V ^^ ^^"^^ 
afterwards married a da\xgh.teT ol Gt^\?,^^ ^^ ^^^ '^'^ ^^ 
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and became administrator of his estate, which was adminis- 
tered in the proper county and before the proper court. In 
the distribution of the land, in 1848, it was equally divided 
between all the children of Grigsby, by both marriages, and 
nothing set apart to the child of Mrs. Grigsby by her mar- 
riage witli Edens. In 1874, the children by the second mar- 
riage (or the survivor of the two) and the Edens child (then 
a married woman) brought the suit. The plea of the first 
was that on the death of the parent or parents, one-half the 
land descended equally to all of the children of Grigsby by 
both marriages — ^the other half equally to all the children of 
Mrs. Grigsby by her respective marriages with Grigsby and 
Edens. Hence the second Grigsby children had an equal 
share in the whole league, and the Edens cnild an equal share 
with them in the mother^s half. This has been held by the 
Supreme Court to be the law. 

The case, however, is complicated with the question of 
limitation as against the plaintiff heirs and perhaps other 
points not necessary to state, as the facts stated clearly show 
the law of the case as an original proposition. 

[Of the original 4,605 acres, Grigsby, before his death, 
had legally disposed of three tracts, respectively containing 
1,000, 733 and 200 acres, in all 1933 acres, leaving as the 
quantity in which the plaintiffs claimed an interest, 2,672 
acres. The 1,000-acre tract embraces the heart of Dallas, 
and is not involved.] 

PETERS* COLONY. 

The year 1841 was ushered in by an act of the govern- 
ment of Texas to encourage the settlement of this wilderness. 
On the 4th of February the Texian Congress passed ^^An Act 
^7:ant2ng land to immigrants,** in which a grant was made "to 
t^oseph Carroll, Henry J. Peters and ottieia, t\i^Yc «aasiCA».V^'&^ 
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therein named, for the introduction and settlement of immi- 
grants/* and authorizing the President to enter into contract 
with said parties and desi^ate the territory into which they 
should introduce settlers, etc. The contract was executed by 
President Houston and Samuel Browning, attorney for the 
company — thereafter commonly known as the Peters* Colony 
Company — on the 30th of August, 1841. It was modified 
November 20th, 1841, and again, through Horace Burnham, 
attorney of the company, July 26th, 1842. 

This. enterprise, first discussed in 1840, the headquarters 
of the projectors being in Louisville, Kentucky, is what drew 
attention to this unoccupied wilderness and led to its settle- 
ment, beginning, as already stated, with John Neely Bryan 
in November, 1841. The colony covered a large district lying 
on the south side of Eed river and extending south, so as to 
^include a large portion of Ellis. The east line, beginning at 
the mouth of Big Mineral creek, on Bed river and in Grayson 
county, ran about ten miles east of Dallas; so that all of 
Dallas county, excepting a strip about three miles wide, on the 
east side, was embraced in the colony. Though there were 
subsequently acrimonious contentions between the contractors, 
who sought to claim a portion of each settler^s land, and the 
colonists-^involving matters of great interest then, but with- 
out interest now — the matter was finally adjusted by laws of 
the State, under which each head of a family received six 
hundred and forty acres of land and each single man half the 
quantity. 

The company widely advertised the enterprise, describing 
the country and its many natural advantages, and this drew 
an excellent population from the Southern and Western States. 
—more especially from Kentucky, TiJCwm^, '^;x^s!.^<^''^ic^ "^kS^^ 
Tennessee— who diffused t^iemBeV?^^ o^et NJii^X^t^^'^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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the limits now embraced ia Dallas county receiving its full 
share. 

Prior to this many surveys had been made in this county 
by surveyors from Nacogdoches, to which county all of Dallas 
county, east of the Trinity, belonged till 1846 — while west of 
the river, till the same time, belonged to the county of Rob- 
ertson. Hence, from 1842 to 1846, the settler in Dallas, on 
the east, had to attend court in Nacogdoches, about 200 miles 
distant, while his neighbor, a mile distant, over in the then 
unchristened and undreamed-of suburb of Oak Cliff, had to 
do jury duty and answer for his errors, if any, at the now 
extinct, but then important village of Old Franklin, 150 
miles on the way to Houston ! Say not that men with wives 
and children, but without intelligence, courage and aspira- 
tions for improving their condition, would have assumed the 
hazards, the hardships and sore trials through which alone 
success — peace, plenty and happiness — could be attained ! The 
grey-haired survivors of those stout-hearted pioneers — the 
middle-aged children of both the de.ad and the living, and 
the grandchildren of all — have just and rational cause to 
felicitate themselves in manly and womanly pride at the record 
made and the achievements won. 

The actual settlement of Dallas county, therefore, began 
in the spring of 1842, when the first cabin was erected and 
the families of John Beeman and Capt. Gilbert being the 
first to arrive (Mrs. Martha Gilbert being the first American 
lady) and relieve the loneliness of the adventurous and 
true-hearted avaunt courier, John Neely Bryan, who had, for 
five or six months, been "monarch of all he surveyed" — pro- 
vided, he neither surveyed red men of the forest nor the raging 
Trinity on one ol its periodic "spreads." He entertained 
them witbt the best he had — cliiefly "\>eaT ixife^\.^\ivi\iQ\^c^" — 
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I>erhap8 without recalling the adage about "entertaining angels 
xmawares/* yet it was verified in this case, for, ere a great 
"^vhile, the lonely son of Tennessee gave his heart and hand 
^o a comely and pure-hearted daughter of Illinois, in the per- 
son of Margaret, a daughter of Mr. John Beeman, the same 
Estimable lady yet surviving her faithful husband and, until 
xrecently, daily beholding the mighty contrast — Dallas in its 
primeval state in 1842, and Dallas in 1887. Very recently 
Bhe went to reside with her daughter, in Montezuma, Pike 
county, Illinois. 

In 1842, besides James J. Beeman and family, the fami- 
lies of Thomas Keenan, Preston Witt, Alexander W. Webb, 
John H. Cox and others arrived, as will appear in the alpha- 
betical list of pioneers, elsewhere given. 

The family of William M. Cochran came in March, 1843. 
In May came the family of Dr. John Cole, with his grown 
sons, Calvin G., John H. and James M., and other children, 
and in December George W. Glover and family. Elder Amon 
McCommas and grown sons, John, Elisha, Stephen B., and 
his brothers, Stephen B. and John C, George L. Leonard and 
family and others. 

In 1844 other members of the Cox family, the Cameron 
family, Isaac B. Webb and family, the Jenkins family, the 
Harwood family, the Eawlins family and many others came. 

In 1845 came Wm. H. Hord and family, Wm. B. Elam 
and family, W. Hamp Witt and family, A. J. Witt and 
family. Pleasant Witt and family, Thomas M. Ellis and family, 
John H. Daniel, D. W. Reedy, the Haught brothers, Adam 
C, Peter and Samuel A., with their families, John W. Smith 
and James M. Patterson (afterwards the well-known first 
nflBrchants of Dallas), both from Green Eiver, Kentucky, 
John Thomas^ wifOy grown 8on8aIidd«b\x^\.^\%\^wsv"^5S^L^^^^^ 
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James A. Coats, Marion A. and Thomas D. Coats, Jo] 
McCoy and others. 

Among those arriving in 1846 were the families of S 
Beeman, Mrs. Mary Ann Freeman, Obediah W. K 
William Traughber, I. N. Webb, John E. Fondren, T 
Collins, James Collins (brothers), Albert G. Collins (^' 
Albert^' arrived January 16th, 1846), Rev. James A. S 
E. E. Eawlins and other members of the Eawlins f 
Wormley Carter, Asher W. Carter, John Anderson, M 
De Lafayette Gracey (single) and many others. 

Elsewhere is given in alphabetical order, as near a 
be ascertained, a list of all who settled in Dallas count] 
John Neely Bryan's arrival in November, 1841, up to tl 
1850. To extend the list to a later period would be ii 
ticable. 

It is not designed to give special details of ordinary 
connected with the settlement of the county. The g 
reader is familiar with the difficulties of settling a wild( 
far removed from navigation, markets and towns. Th( 
all magnified when on a frontier open to the inroa<3 
assaults of cunning and hostile savages, as were the pi 
of Dallas county. While it so happened, from the effo 
government was making to effect, and in 1843 did pa 
effect, treaties with the tribes more directly contiguous 
territory, the early settlers of the county were spared 
horrors which afterwards and for many years afflicted 
settlers farther west, yet they were ever liable to the a 
of those treacherous barbarians, and bidden, by commo 
dence, to be ever alert and ready for defence. 

Their nearest markets were Houston, 275 miles 
and Shreveport, over 200 miles by the road, on Eed 
and, in the beginning, without roads to either place. 
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3ams for transportation, hand mills for grinding com, wild . 
^me for meat, dressed deer skins for men's clothing, rifles 

r defense, faithful dogs for sentinels, true women to help 
.:aid to cheer — a beautiful and fertile country, a mild climate 
— strong wills, brave hearts, intelligent and laudable aspira- 
:ions, sustained by hope and faith, and God, acknowledged 
^y and ruling over all! these were the conditions attending 
Tlie settlement of this now most populous and wealthy of the 
i^rganized counties in the imperial State of Texas! And thus 

e reach the county's natal year — 

1S4©. 

The first Legislature of the State, on the 30th of March, - 
3.846, passed ^^An act creating the county of Dallas,'' with the 
following boundaries [which will be Greek to most of the later 
inhabitants] : 

"Beginning on the southern boundary line of Fannin 
cjounty, three miles east of the eastern boundary of Peters' 
oolony grant; thence south thirty miles; thence west thirty 
xniles; thence north thirty miles to Fannin county line; thence 
east, with said line, to the beginning." [Acts of '46, p. 26.] 

This made a constitutional county of 900 square miles or * 
576,000 acres; but to this day there is a slight dispute about 
the exact location of the south boundary line. 

A further act, approved April 18th, 1846, provided — 
''That until otherwise provided by law, the town of Dallas 
shall be the seat of justice of Dallas county, and all the 
courts for said county shall be held thereat." [Acts of '46, 
p. 93.] 

A third act, approved May 12, 1846, appointed John 
Neely Bryan to appoint managers and order an election for 
organizing Dallas county — the election to be held accordin^-^ 
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to existing law — the returns to be made to Bryan, who si 
issue certificates to all persons elected, and make rel 
thereof to the Secretary of State. [Acts of '46, p. 242. 

An act of the second Legislature, approved March 
1848, provided for an election for the permanent locatio 
the county seat, requiring a majority of all the votes cai 
elect; and, should donations of land be offered and acce] 
William Jenkins, James J. Beeman, William H. Hord, Mi( 
Goodwin and Eobert J. West were appointed commissi! 
to lay out the ground, sell lots, etc. [Acts of '48, p. ] 

It seems that the act of '48 failed to settle the ques 

and on the 11th of January, 1850, a somewhat similar 

was passed, requiring an election to be held at the gei 

election in August, 1850, "provided that the north boun 

of the county shall be established by that time; and, if 

directly after it is established." Rev. James A. Smith, A 

McCommas, Robert J. West, W. J. Walker and Mi( 

Goodwin were appointed commissioners, as under the fo 

act. [Acts of '50, p. 32.] 

At the election August 5th, 1850, under this last act 
county seat, the vote stood: 

For Dallas 191 

Herd's Ridge (now Oak Cliff) 178 

Cedar Springs 101 






Total 470 

Necessary to a choice 236 

On the 31st of the same month a second (and last) 
tion was held, confined, under the law, to the two hi^ 
places in the previous contest. The result was: 

For Dallas 244 

" Herd's Ridge 216 

Total 460 

Necessary to a choice %Vi. 
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So Dallas was chosen and has ever since remained the 
at of justicey as well as the usual per cent, of injustice 
tending the administration of the law in this country, 
lierein minor offenses are generally punished, especially if 
sing to the dignity of horsetheft; while greater criminals, 

backed by full purses, receive an immunity not only dis- 
isting, but discouraging, to the law-abiding citizens of the 
untry. The remedy lies in an increased infusion of common 
)nesty and unyielding firmness. 

The first election for county officers was held, by order 

Commissioner Bryan, on the 13th of July, 1846, and the 
iwly elected officers of the newly created county were sworn 
from the 20th to the 23d day of the same month. The 
ficers were elected for two years. I here give not only the 
suit of this election, but a list of the county officers from 
46 to 1888, covering the present officials of the county, 
jcasional resignations and the outlying precincts, so often 
anged, are omitted: 



FicERS OF Dallas County, From July 13. 1846, to 

November, laaa. 



JULY, 1846, TO AUGUST, 1848. 



'HIEF Justice, John Thomas; probate judge, (abolished 
^ after this term), Dr. John Cole; district clerk, John 0. 
3Coy (resigned in December, *46, and Dr. Samuel B. Pryor 
pointed); county clerk, Wm. M. Cochran; sheriff, John 
litt; coroner, Anson McCrackin; asaessoY, B^\i\^\s!cccs. ^^s^- 
\ The district clerk's term waa tout ^<i«i.x«». 
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Haiti's sureties were Archibald Greathouse^ Wm. J. 

Hicklin and John Thomas; McCrackin's sureties^ Wm, W. 

Conover, Sanders Elliott; Cochran's sureties, Isaac B. Webb, 

John L. PuUiam; McCoy's sureties, Morris Ferris, Crawford 

Brown; Merrill's sureties, Hiram Welbom, Eli Merrill^ Isaac 
B. Webb. 

James J. Beeman, justice 1st precinct, his sureties being 
J. P. Eedden and Wm. Pruitt. 

George W. Glover, constable 1st precinct; sureties, Amon 
McCommas, Stephen B. McCommas, Sr., and Jacob Hart 

John L. PuUiam, constable of precinct 4; sureties, Wm. 
M. Cochran, Crawford Brown and David Shahan. 

James Sharrock, constable of No. 2; sureties, Aaron B. 
Wilson, Everard Sharrock and Philip Kimmel. 

James M. Bennett, constable of No. 6; sureties, Hiram 
Bennett and Abraham Conner. The other precinct officers 
are not shown on the records. 

THE FIRST RECORDS. 

The first will — that of J. A. Simmons — was recorded 
July 23, 1846. 

* August 9, 1846, was recorded a bill of sale (dated March 
17, 1844,) of a negro woman, Jane, by Edward Welbom to 
John Young. 

The first land patent recorded September 1st, 1846, Anson 
Jones, President of the Republic, to Samuel Monroe Hyde, 
to his headright, 640 acres on White Bock creek. 

/ The same day the first power of attorney was recorded, 

from said Hyde to his father, John H. Hyde, to sell said 
land. 

The first marks and brands recorded, all on the 28th of 

September, 1846, were those of^ John Neely Bryan, John 

J^eem^n and John Young. 
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The first deed, dated October 7, 1846, authenticated 
before Wm. B. Ochiltree, district judge, November 12th, and 
recorded November 20th, was from John Neely Bryan and his 
wife Margaret to Henry Harter, to lots 5 and 6, block 3, in 
the town of Dallas. 

The first marriage in the county, after its orgahization, 
was Crawford Treese to Annie M. Henderson, by Justice W. 
H. Hord, late in July or early in August, the record being 
lost. 

George W. Cox was married to Mary Carver, August 30, 
1846, by Joseph Key. 

June 19, 1847, was recorded the sheriffs bill of sale to a 
'^runaway" slave named Henry, who, being lawfully advertised 
and unclaimed, was sold to S. G. Newton and Wm. J. Walker 
for $350. 

The second evidence of divorce was imported from Hender- 
son county, Kentucky, and recorded August 12, 1847. It was 
a judgment of the Circuit Court of that county, at the 
Nov. term, 1843, divorcing A. G. Walker from his wife, 
Pauline. The first was the Charlotte M. Dalton case. 

[The marriage records show by whom the couples were 
united-^frequently by civil ofiicers — ^but the following list 
shows the first mairiage and the date thereof by each of the 
following named ministers of the gospel down to the last date 
given, though most of them performed many such services 
afterwards. No other minister appears in the records in the 
dates given: Joseph Key, Aug. 30, ^46; David Myers, Nov. 
7, '47; Amon McCommas, Feb. 6, '48; Eli Merrill, June 11, 
'48; Arthur Ledbetter, June 28, '48; Wm. Bawling, jr;, Aug. 
30, '48; John A. Freeman, Aug. 14, '48; James A. ScsiiJ!^, 
Sept. W, '48; Finia E. King, AptW S, '4^-, 3 . k. ^o^'s., ^S^*^ 
JO, '49; J. English, June 29, '49-, A.Ti3a«^ ^xjmotLvwi,^ ^'S^ 
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27, '50; Gabriel Fitzhiigh, May 12, '50; Thacker V, 
June 27, '50; Samuel Clark, Dec. 26, '50; John A. 
Oct. 31, '51; John Snead, Dec. 11, '51; R. Crawford, 
27, '52; N. H. 0. Polly, June 10, '52; John M. Myen 
2, '52; Eli Witt, Oct. 13, '52; Milton Glover, May 5, 
H. (Buck) Hughes, Aug. 10, '53; Eobert D. King 
30, '53.] 

1848 TO 1850. 
Wm. H. Hord, chief justice; John W. Smith, 
clerk; Roland Huitt, sheriff; Dr. Samuel B. Pry or, 
clerk; assessor, Benjamin Merrill; coroner, Anson McC 

1850 TO 1852. 
Smith Elkins, chief justice, (resigned and Jar 
Latimer elected June 30, 1851); district clerk, Edw 
Browder; county clerk, Alexander Harwood; sheriff, 
vant C. Hawpe; assessor and collector, Wm. M. ] 
county commissioners, A. C. Haught, Wm. J. Walker 
Mounts and Joseph A. Chapman; coroner, Anson McC 
justice for precinct No. 1, John Scurlock; constable 
H. Daniel; county treasurer. Dr. Perry Dakan. 

1852 TO 1854. 
James W. Latimer, chief justice; sheriff, T. C. '. 
county clerk, Alex. Harwood; district clerk, Ed. C. B 
assessor and collector, N. T. Stratton; treasurer. Dr. 
Rice; coroner, J. B. Robinson; county commissioners 
miah Halford, Wm. M. Chenault, Wm. O'Guinn, 
Chapman; justice in precinct 1, Allen Beard; consta 
G. Eakins, who resigned in August, 1853, and Jc 
Daniel was elected. 

1854 TO 1856. ' 
James M. Patterson, chief ^uatice-, ^^. ^i.^^^^ 
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trict clerk; Wm. W. Peak, county clerk; sheriff, Adam 0. 

Haught; assessor and collector, Thos. C.Williams; treasurer, 
R. J. West; county commissioners, S. A. Fisher, A. M. 
Horn, F. A. Winn, Creath Eenfro; justice of precinct 1, 
Allen Beard; constable, John H. Daniel. T. 0. Hawpe was 
elected in Beard^s place August 23d, and on the 16th of Octo- 
ber John H. Cole was elected county surveyor. 

On the 1st day of February, 1856, Nathaniel M. Burford, 
for several years district attorney, was elected judge of the 
newly created 16th district, and John C. McCoy district 

attorney. 

1856 TO 1858. 

James M. Patterson, chief justice, without opposition 
and receiving 811 votes; commissioners, F. A. Winn, S. A. ' 
Fisher, A. M. Horn, James Chapman; district clerk, E. C. 
Browder; county clerk, W. K. Masten; sheriff, Hen- 
derson; treasurer, R. J. West; county surveyor, D. C. Smith, 
resigned and John H. Cole elected Nov. 16, 1857; assessor 
and collector, Thos.C. Williams; justice of precinct 1, James 
N. Smith; constable, Wormley Carter. 

^ 1858 TO 1860. 

James M. Patterson, chief justice; county clerk, W. K. 
Masten; district clerk, E. C. Browder; sheriff, Wormley Car- 
ter; treasurer, Edw. W. Hunt; surveyor, Wm. H. Thomas; 
assessor and collector, James P. Goodnight; county commis- 
sioners, James Chapman, resigned and A. J. Witt elected 
October 3, 1859, F. A. Winn, Wm. Sprowls, S. A. Fisher; 
justice of precinct 1, James N. Smith; constable, Asher W. 
Carter. 

1860 TO 1862. 

James M. Patterson, chief justice; shervft, M\fc\s. ^<^'»x^^\ 
survey or, Wm. H. Thomas; treaswreXj'Ei^*^ .^^«^V^ ^^^^^^^xj^"^ 
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clerk, George W. Laws; district clerk, Ed. C. Browder; 
assessor and collector, James P. Goodnight; county commis- 
sioners, Wm. Sprowls, Thos. J. Nash, James H. Holloway, J. 
McCants; justice of precinct 1, J. Lafayette Smith; consta- 
ble, James Sheppard. 

SECESSION. 

On the 8th of January, 1861, the election was held for 
four delegates to the State Secession Convention which met 
in Austin January 28th. Thomas J. Nash, Pleasant Taylor, 
E. P. Nicholson and W. 8. J. Adams were elected — ^votes cast, 
1,165. 

On the 23d of February, on the ratification of the ordi- 
nance of secession — in favor, 741; against, 237. 

On the 4th of May, 1861, a vote was taken on the ques- 
tion of appropriating 15,000 of the county's money to buy 
arms for the Confederate cause. The vote stood: In favor, 
516; against, Adam C. Haught, H. H. Hall and Wm. Bur- 
ton, 3. 

George W. Baird was elected justice on the 19th of May, 
1862, to fill a vacancy. 

1862 TO 1864. ^ 

Chief justice, James M. Patterson; sheriff, N. O. 
McAdams; county commissioners, Wm. Sprowls, Isaac B. 
Webb, James H. Holloway, Thomas J. Nash; district clerk, 
Ed. C. Browder; county clerk, Geo. W. Laws; assessor and 
collector, John H. Cochran; treasurer, James P. Thomas; 
surveyor, Wm. H. Thomas; justice for precinct 1, John J. 
Eakins; constable, John E. Lindsey. 

At a special election December 5, 1863, John C. McCoy 
was elected representative in place of George Wilson, resigned, 
bjr the same vote he had received when d^te^^,^^ m K\3l^w.^\, — 
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^31, At the fgrnjier eleotioQ 1,047 votes wpre c^t for five 
candidates-rrat the latter only 411 for two candidates. 

1864 TO 1866. 
James M. Patterson, chief justice; county clerk, George 
W. Laws; sheriff, N. 0. McAdams; assessor and collector, 
JohnrH. Cochran; treasurer, James P, Thomas; surveyor, 
Wm. H. Thomas; county commissioners, Isaac B. Webb, 
Geo. W. Barton, James H. HoUoway, Josiah Claypool; justice 
of precinct 1, Dr. A. D. Eice; constable, Ben. F. Jones, who 
served till the provisional government of 1865-6. 

UKDER THE C0K8TITUTI0K OF 1866. 

Z. Ellis Coombes, county judge; James P. Thomas, 
county clerk; Wm. 0. Young, district clerk; sheriflf, JereM. 
Brown; assessor and collector, James P. Goodnight; treasurer, 
James Sheppard; surveyor, Wm. H. Thomas; county com- 
missioners, Isaac B. Webb, J. P. Stratton, Geo. W. Barton, 
J. E. Clements; justices precinct 1, John Neely Bryan and 
John W. Lane; constable. Matt. J. Moore, resigned, and Geo. 
V. Cole appointed. 

1867-8-70 — ^THE MILITARY DESPOTISM. 

Following the removal of Governor James W. Throck- 
morton as ^^an impediment to reconstruction,^' as declared in 
the military order removing him, the oflScers elected by the 
people of Dallas county were removed in November, 1867, 
and the following persons appointed by the military: 

County judge, A. Bledsoe; county clerk, Samuel S. 
Jones; district clerk, E. B. Spillman, superseded by Ben 
Long June 2, 1868; sheriff, N. E. Winniford; treasurer, A. 
J. Gouffe; Michel Thevenet, in November, 1868, or shortly 
before, was appointed district clerk. TYi^^^^^x^^x^s^V^i^A^^'Sssi.^ 
iiJJ the installation of those elected xxufli^t ^i\vfe c,Q\^5sK^^^^3^ ^ 
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1884 TO 1886. / 

County judge, Edwin G. Bower; county attorney, Chi 
F.. Clint; county clerk, Wm. M. C. Hill; distr?ct clerk, Hei 
W. Jones; sheriff, Wm. H. W. Smith; assessor, Beverl] 
Scott; collector, Chas. B. Gillespie; treasurer, Henry 
Smith; suryeyor, Jesse M. Strong; county commissionei 
M. V, Cole, W, A. Orr, Wm. J. Keller, N. 0. McAdai 
justices precinct 1, T. G. T. Kendall, Henry Schuhl; coi 
ble, Geo. Miller. 

1886 TO 1888. 

County judge, Edwin G. Bower; county attorney, J. H. 
Taylor; county clerk, Wm. M. C. fiill; district clerk. He 
W. Jones; sheriff, Henry Lewis; assessor, Beverly Scott; col 
lector, Chas. B. Gillespie; treasurer, Henry H. Smith; surveyor, 
Charles Archer; county commissioners, Enoch Strait, N. 0. 
Mc Adams, Lafayette Bailey and W. A. Orr; justices precinct 

1, T. G. T. Kendall, Wm. N. Braswell; constable, 

Dean. 



District Judges of Dallas, 1846 to 1887. 



CThE following district judges, residing elsewhere and( 
having a large district, presided successively in Dallas f romi 
the fall of 1846 to the year 1856: William B. Ochiltree heldi 
the first court, followed by Amos Clark, Bennett H. , Martini 
and John H. Eeagan. Of the new district created in the 
beginning of 1856, Nathaniel M. Burford was elected judge,^ 
and held office till the spring of 1862. John W. Ferris, oif; 
Wlis^ was then elected, and held till the election under the 
constitution of 1866, when JoTan 3. Cj^oo^, ol ^ti^^>&^ ^^ 
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oseD, and served till removed by military authority as "an 
Lpediment to reconstruction/^ in November, 1867. D. 0. 
3rton, of Parker, was appointed in his place, andinNovem- 
T, 1868, (having died), A. Banoing Norton, of Dallas, was 
pointed, and it is but simple justice to say that both the 
ople and the bar of that day awarded to him the credit of 
ing a fair and impartial judge. He served till 1870, when 
^vernor Davis appointed a stranger named C. T. Garland, 
.d in May, 1871, Hardin Hart, who resigned in the spring 
;73, — succeeded by Hickerson Barksdale, of Dallas. 

Nathaniel M. Burford was elected in 1876 and served till 
lOut July, 1877, when he resigned, and Gov. Hubbard 
►pointed Zimri Hunt to fill the unexpired term. In 1878 
eorge N. Aldridge was elected. He has been re-elected, 
id wiU hold till 1888. 



-0- 



ALLAs AS Represented in Constitutional Conven- 
tions. 



DELEGATES. 

pO the Secession Convention, January 28 to March 25, 1861 
— Pleasant Taylor, Thomas J. ]S"ash, E. P. Nicholson, 
f. S. J. Adams. [John Henry Brown, now of Dallas, repre- 
Uited Bell and Lampasas in the same convention, and was 
ie author of the '^ Declaration of the causes which impel the 
tate of Texas to secede from the Federal Union'\ ] 

To the Constitutional Convention of 1866, under Presi- 
cnt Johnson^s proclamation — ^Alexander Harwood and James 
L P. Eecord. 

To the Reconstruction Convention ot 1^^^-^ — k.^^<^^^^^ 
Imown as Big ^^ A. ''), 
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To the Constitutional Convention of 1875 — John Henr 
Brown, of Dallas; Nicholas H. Darnell, of Tarrant, and Job 
W. Ferris, of Ellis (one district). 

[Wm. B. Wright, for some years since of Dallas, repw 
sented Lamar county in that convention. William L. Crai 
ford, now of Dallas, represented Marion county.] 

REPRESENTATIVES OF DALLAS COUNTY — 1847 to 1887. 

1847-9, Wm. M. Cochran; 1849-51, Jefferson Weath© 
ford; 1851-53, John M. Crockett; 1853 to 1859 (three terms; 
Andrew Jackson Witt; 1859-61, Nicholas H. Darnell; 1861 
63, James P. Thomas (resigned in 18G2 and James P. Gooc 
night elected); 1863-65, George Wilson (resigned and Joh 
C. McCoy elected); in 1865, no election; in 1866 (under ne' 
constitution), Nathaniel M. Burforci and Archelaus M. CocI 
ran; 1869-72 (under reconstruction constitution), John fl 
Lane; in 1872-3, John Henry Brown (district of Collin, Ta 
rant and Dallas); in 1873-5, John H. Cochran (in district 
1876 (under new constitution), John H. Cochran, J. 1 
Downs; 1878, John H. Cochran (speaker of the House), Joh 
W. Daniel; 1880, John W. Daniel, Thomas F. Nash; 188! 
John H. Cochran, Thos. F. Nash; 1884, E. S. Kimbrougl 
Z. Ellis Coombes; 1886, Jesse M. Strong, J. C. Eugel. 

SENATORS FROM 1846 TO 1866. 

In 1846, when Dallas county was created, Joseph 1 
Hogg, of Nacogdoches, represented in the Senate the ea 
half of the county, and Henry J. Jewett, of Roberta 
county, the west half. 

In 1849, in a new district, Albert G. Walker, of Dalla 
was elected over John H. Eeagan (present United States Se 
ator), of Anderson, the senatorial term being four years. 
1831 Walker resigned, and Samuel Bo^art, of Collin, ^ 
elected to SU the unexpired teim. 



FROM 1837 TO 1887. 33 



1853 to 1857, Jefferson Weatherford, of Dallas county, 
was senator. 

1857 to 1861, Albert G. Walker, of Tarrant, was 
senator. 

1861 to 1865, Jefferson Weatherford again served. 

Owing to the close of the war and provisional government 
by the appointment of President Johnson, there was no elec- 
tion in 1865. The President appointed A. J. Hamilton pro- 
visional governor, who served from July 25, 1865, to August, 
1866. 

Under the constitution of 1866, and the session in that 
year, J. K. P. Record, of Dallas, was senator. That consti- 
tution and government were overthrown by the reconstruction 
act of Congress of March 2, 1867, and various supplementary 
acts, and from July 30, 1867, to April 16, 1870, the State was 
under military government. 

The reconstruction convention of 1868, in its dual sessions, 
was largely (but by no means entirely) composed of irrespon- 
sible adventurers, lately enfranchised slaves and political 
mendicants, with • a sprinkling of men who can be best 
described as ignoramuses. The following delectable morceau, 
introduced by a delegate claiming to be a native Kentuckian, 
is illustrative of the latter species of the genus homo: 

''Be it ordained by THE PEOPLE of tJie State of Texas, 
in convention assemi^led, That all officers of Col. Duff^s regi- 
ment of rebel troops; all officers of Brig. -Gen. William Hud- 
son's Brigade, 21. Texas State troops; all rebel officers or men 
in the rebellion who, during or since the war, hung, mur- 
dered, mobbed, or assaulted with intent to kill, or maimed 
any union man, federal officer, soldier or other government 
official; all officers or men, foim^ibj evi^ia.'^^i^Yc^^Xsfc^^^^^^ss^^ 
who have been disf rancMsed \3^ \^^ Tecou%lTucX\^tv. \^>»^ ^"^ 



34 HISTORY OF DALLAS COUNTY, 



Congress, or by the hoards of registration appointed by Maj.- 
Gen, Sheridan or Brevet Major. -Gen, Griffin; all persons who 
have been convicted of, or charged with, murder or assault 
with intent to kill a union man, white or colored, and have 
fled from justice or legal process; all persons disfranchised by 
the laws of other States, and all persons engaged in the rebel 
service, bushwhacking, or guerrilla warfare, from other States, 
and have since that time immigrated to this State; all per- 
sons who, on the collapse of the rebellion, fled the State and 
took refuge in Mexico or other foreign governments; [this was 
heavy on Isham G. Harris, since United States Senator from 
Tennessee; Geo. B. Clark, since Auditor of Missouri; Gen. 
Sterling Price, since honored with the largest funeral ever 
seen in St. Louis; Alex. W. Terrell, for eight years a Texas 
senator; George Flournoy, who helped make the constituticui 
of 1876, and a number of others, including Gen. H. P. Bee, 
late commissioner of insurance, etc., the writer, and Alder- 
man Haskell, of East Dallas]; all ministers of the gospel who 
[like half the ministers of that day] entered the rebel army, 
or preached rebellion from the pulpit, or persecuted union 
men for opinion's sake; all persons engaged in the abduction 
of Brig. -Gen. E. J. Davis and Capt. Wm. Montgomery from 
Mexican soil, and all persons engaged in the murder of Capt. 
Wm. Montgomery, be and are hereby declared disfranchised 
and incapable of holding in this State any oflBce of honor, 
trust or profit under its authority, of being an officer, council- 
man, trustee, director, or other manager, of any corporation, 
public or private, now existing, or hereafter established by its 

authority. '^ [See journals of the convention, page 117, June 
16, 1868.] 

The author of this " Bull ^^ ran for Congress in this 

(Northern) district in 1871. The people allowed to vote, by 

aja overwhelming majorityy elected over Wm. a ^oawql^ ^x-i^^- 
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eral soldier from Indiana, who held that the war was over — 
that we were all of one blood and one language — -and should 
again be united in a common national brotherhood. It was 
the spirit manifested in this bloodthirsty resolution of hate, 
and kindred measures, that converted the great majority of 
Northern people coming to Texas into friends, sympathizers 
and co-workers with and of the people. It is only inserted as 
a sad commentary on the evils springing from internecine 
war. The author of the " Bull " for perpetual outlawry was 
said by those who knew him to be a well-intentioned person. 
His defects, it is supposable, were organic deficiencies, in lack 
of altitude, longitude and general amplitude in those powers 
deemed essential to wise statesmanship. His disciples to-day 
could all be impaled on the infinitesmal point of — nothing! 

% By this convention a new (commonly called the "recon- 
struction'^) constitution was framed by a convention assembled 
in Austin in June and December, 1868, when many thousands 
of the people were disfranchised, while the negroes, for the 
first time, were allowed to vote. 

Following a four days^ election, commencing on the first 
Monday in December, 1869, this constitution, by the military 
commander, was declared ratified by a majority of those per- 
mitted to vote. At the same time and by the same authority, 
a full set of State, district and county officers' were declared 
elected. But this new constitution and the officers so elected, 
including that vara avis in American government, the Twelfth 
Legislature, only assumed legal effect on the 30th of March, 
1870. Under this regime, Dallas, Collin and Tarrant consti- 
tuted a senatorial district, and were entitled to three repre- 
sentatives. Samuel Evans, of Tarrant, was the senator till 
the election of 1873, when Amzi Bradshaw, of Ellis, was 
elected^ the district (under ttie c^t^sol^ ol Y^l^\sa:^\x^%^^^«35^ 
changed to Dallas, Tarrant aiid "EXW^, 
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In February, 1876, under the then new (the present) 
constitution, Robert S. Guy, of Lancaster, a clear-headed 
lawyer and an ex-captain in the Confederate army, was elected 
senator from Dallas, Tarrant and Ellis, and served for four 
years with marked fidelity. He was succeeded in 1880 by 
An&on Eainey, of Ellis; in 1882 (under a new apportionment) 
by Barnett Gibbs, of Dallas; and in 1884 by Joseph O, Ter- 
rell, of Kaufman, the present incumbent. 

In regard to State and other officers, citizens of Dallas 
have filled the following positions: From 1861 to 1863, dur- 
ing the war, John M, Crockett was lieutenant governor. 
From 1884 to 1886 Barnett Gibbs was lieutenant governor. 

From 1880 to 1887 James Madison Hurt has been a judge 
of the Court of Appeals, and has some time yet to serve. 

Sawnie Eobertson was appointed in 1884 to fill a vacancy 
on the Supreme Court, and served till the next election, but 
refused to serve further. 

From 1878 to 1886 Olin Wellborn represented this district 
in Congress, his last term expiring March 3, 1887, soon after 
which he removed to and settled in San Diego, California. 

Eeuben A. Beeves, for a number of years a judge of the 
Supreme Court, at one time resided in Dallas, but not at the 
time of his election. In 1887, the present year, he was 
appointed by President Cleveland a judge of the Supreme 
Court of New Mexico, and now resides there. Being absent, 
it is admissible to say that all Texas endorses the appointment 
of Judge Reeves as eminently judicious. He is thoroughly 
qualified, and a more modest and honest gentleman does not 
exist. 
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Murder of Olements and Whistler, Christmas Day, 

1842 — Escape of Their Families 

and Mrs, Young. 



Yf PORTION of the history of Collin county, in its first 
"'"■^^ settlement, is so closely allied to that of Dallas that I 
condense a few of the facts. In the same month that John 
!N"eely Bryan camped at Dallas (November, 1841,), Dr. 
William E. Throckmorton, from Fannin county, with his 
family, settled on Throckmorton creek, near the present town 
of Melissa. [Dr. Throckmorton was, like the first settler of 
Dallas, a Tennesseean, but had lived in Illinois and Arkansas. 
He was a man of sterling character, the head of a large family, 
of whom ex-Governor James W. Throckmorton was one. 
Throckmorton county was named for the father, and not the 
son, by John Henry Brown, of Galveston, and Absalom Bishop, 
of Wise, in the Legislature of 1857-8.] In January, 1842, he 
was joined by Pleasant Wilson, Edmund Dodd, Wm. E. Gar- 
nett, Garrett Fitzgerald and Littleton Eattan. Soon after- 
wards, Benj. White, his son, Archy, and Wm. Pulliam settled 
in the neighborhood and John Kincaid on Hurricane creek. 
A stockade was built at the Throckmorton settlement. Early 
in the summer, a number of families and single men, who 
had been a short time at Bird^s Fort, abandoned it (as Beeman 
and Gilbert had done in March, when they removed to Dal- 
las), and moved back to Throckmorton^s settlement. They 

were Henry Helm and family, Walker and family, 

John and James Wells, Bly, Doddy, B. C. 

Thompson and Joshua E. Heath. They built cabins in the 
stockade, but not long afterwards selec,t^^^\i'iL^^\.^^^^^*<i^5^K^ 
own lands in the neighborliood, exc^e^^Ivsi?, ^Y>c^^\fi:^^w>^'» "^^^^ 
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died soon after his ai rival. In Kovember, 1842, Joseph H, 

Wilcox, David Helms and Joseph Harlan began a settlement 

on Wilson^s creek, but were broken up by the Indians and 

joined Jack McGarrah in making a settlement at ^^old'' 
Buckner, the first county seat. Just before this, Wesley 
Clements, Samuel Young and Whistler, all with families, set- 
tled on Honey creek, and erected cabins. A few days before 
Christmas (1842), Young went back to the Inglish settlement, 
in Fannin, for provisions. On Christmas day, Clements and 
Whistler were at work in the bottom near their cabins, when, 
early in the forenoon, they were attacked by Indians, and 
Whistler killed on the spot. Clements was pursued towards 
the house. Hearing the guns, and then seeing her fleeing 
husband, Mrs. Clements, ^gun in hand, ran to meet him; but 
she was too late. He was tomahawked and scalped within 
forty or fifty yards of the house, and she barely escaped into 
it in time, with the aid of Mrs. Young, to bar the door, pre- 
sent her gun and defy the Indians. This she successfully did 
and they disappeared. In the meantime, Mrs. Whistler, who 
was at the branch, near the creek, heard the firing, then the 
screaips at the house, and next the Indians pursuing the hob- 
bled horse of her husband, which had on a bell. The bell was 
coming directly towards her. The branch was full from back 
water. She sprang in among driftwood, under the bank, 
keeping only her nose above water. The horse was caught 
immediately above her. After everything became still, believ- 
ing all had been killed, she hurried down the creek, through 
brambles and briars, to find the road leading back to Inglish^s 
settlement. Her clothing was torn into rags and her person 
sorely torn with thorns. But her father and mother had been 
slain by these demons, on the Brazos, some years before, and 
horror gave her both strength and speed. She finally found 



22 
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r~.\ : '• 

gj and followed the road to East fork, which was too deep to 

,jj j cross. She went down, found a shallow place, crossed, returned 
.' to the Foad, and when she reached the open prairie, she was 

,J virtually naked and covered with blood. Seeing two men, 
/ with a wagon, approaching, she deflected from the road to 
pass them. They hailed her, but she hurried on, exclaiming 
that the Indians had killed all the settlement. They started 
toward her, but she ran so fast that they concluded she was 
deranged, and continued on to Honey creek and encamped. 
Very soon afterwards, Mrs. Clements, Mrs. Young and their 
children, after a flight of six miles, appeared on the opposite 
l>aiik. The creek was up. The men felled a tree, crossed 
them over, and furnished from their scanty stores every avail- 
able relief. They retreated as fast as possible, with them, to 
the settlement. I regret not being able to give the names of 
those two true-hearted pioneers. Mrs. Whistler had arrived 
ill a deplorable condition, but was tenderly cared for by as 
warm and gentle hands as ever wrought for progress in the 
wilderness — for of such were the Inglish family and their asso- 
ciates. A party volunteered at once to go out and bury the 
dead.. This tragedy, on Christmas day, 1842, was the first 
anniversary of the murder of Hamp Rattan, near Carrolton, 
in. Dallas county. It was the third anniversary of Burleson^s 
victory over the Cherokees at the mouth of the San Saba. 
And at the very hour at which Whistler and Clements were 
Mled, and during many succeeding hours, three hundred 
Texian volunteers, beleaguered by Ampudia and over two 
thousand Mexicans, though fated to a cruel captivity, were 
Waning imperishable laurels in the Mexican town of Mier. 
It Was also in the womb of the future that a brother of one 
^^ those prisoners (one, too, who drew a black bean, and with 
sixteen others was murderously 8\a\ii^^Yc\i')t^A'^^^\'^'^'^^ 
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be killed by Indians near Presidio del Norte, on Christmas 
day, 1849 — the prisoner being young James Torrey and the 
other the lamented David Torrey; their brother Thomas^ in 
the meantime, and equally lamented, dying on the treaty 
grounds at Johnson's Station, on the 28th of September, 
1843. 

KILLING OF DR. CALDER, OF DALLAS, FEBRUARY, 1843. 

In February, 1843, McGarrah, Wilcox, Helms, Harlan, 
Blankenship and Rice were engaged in building at the for- 
mer's place, afterwards called Buckner, and, for a short time 
after the creation of Collin county in 1846, the county seat. 
About sunrise one morning in that month, Dr. Calder, who 
had settled near Cedar Springs, in Dallas county, arrived 
there, riding one and leading another horse, en route to 
Inglish's. Soon after leaving, he was seen oi\ foot, rushing 
toward the house and pursued by two Indians. The men at 
the house hastened to his relief, but in a cluster of trees he 
was slain and scalped; and at the same time the relief party 
found themselves confronted by about sixty Indians, just risen 
from the high grass and very near them, and were greeted 
by a shower of balls and arrows. They retreated into the 
unfinished house and stood on the defensive, using the cracks 
as port-holes. The chiefs angrily urged their clansmen to 
charge the house, but without success. It then became evi- 
dent that Dr. Calder had killed one of their number with one 
barrel of his shot-gun, which, having a percussion lock, then 
a new invention, was of no service to the savages, and was 
left, with one barrel still loaded, where the doctor fell. The 
numerous dogs on the place furiously assailed the red men, 
and all but one were killed. The Indians retired during the, 
day, when the body of the doctor was carried to the house, 
andj a little after dark, the whole paity ifttYea.t^d towards the 
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Throckmorton settlement, and arrived soon after daylight. 
Eleven men soon returned and conveyed the dead body to that 
settlement, and it vras interred on the Throckmorton place, 
beside those of Clements and Whistler. 

MURDER OF JAMISON, MUl^^CEY, WIFE, CHILD, TWO SONS AND 

YOUNG RICE IN 1844. 

In 1843, after the murders described, but few settler^ 
ventured into Collin. McGarrah returned to his place, and 
was joined by his son-in-law, Jones, with George McGarrah> 
Fala Dunn and George Herndon. In 1844, among others, 
arrived Jacob Baccus and sons Godfrey and Peter and their 
families; John Fitzhugh and sons Robert and William (after- 
wards the gallant frontier captain and^ Confederate colonel, 

who married Mary Rattan and was accidentally killed 

, 188-;) Leonard Searcy and his sons, Gallatin, Lang- 



don, Thrashly and Thomas; William Rice; Thomas Rattan 
(father of John, Littleton, Hugh, Edward, Thomas, and of 
the subsequent wives of Wm. Fitzhugh, A. J. Witt, Jas. W. 

Throckmorton, Moore, Robert Dowell, Hogan Witt, 

JohnKincaid, and other children); John Kaufman; the old 
patriarch, Collin McKinney, with his sons, William and Scott, 
and widowed daughters, from Red River county, he being a 
signer of the Declaration of Independence in 1836; William 
Creager, the Caldwells, John Hodge and others. 

In the fall of 1844 a man named Muncey, with his wife, 
three sons aged seventeen, fifteen and twelve, a child of three 
years and an elderly man named Jamison, settled on Rowlett's 
creek, near the line of Dallas county. They built and lived 
in a board camp hut, and were engaged in building a log 
house. The location was in dense timber. Leonard Searcy 
and William Rice, each with a sou, ^^tv\. ^qt^^ xx^iw^ S^zss^ 
vicinity on a camp hut. On the ftrat i£vomv£i% ^W,^-^ -^->iwS«sss!^ 
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camp, Mr. Searcy went in search of Muncey^s camp and four 
it, but stood aghast at the scene presented — Muncey and Jam 
son dead and untouched by mutilation on the floor of thehu 
Mrs. Muncey, horribly mutilated, her breasts cut oflE, hi 
blood and the blood of her assailants besmeared over ever 

I 

thing and in coagulated pools, showing that after tl 

stealthy murder of the men she had made a desperate as 

bloody defense with a Bowie knife in the hut; the child < 

three years lying by its parents with its head mashed into 

shapeless mass. The horrible affair had occurred early ( 

the morning of the discovery. At that time the Muncey b 

of fifteen had gone to the Throckmorton settlement. Tl 

boys of seventeen and twelve were missing — had been carri< 

away by the savage wretches — and were never again hea 

from; but subsequent' discoveries rendered it quite certa 

that both were killed on the retreat by their captors. 

When Mr. Searcy reported these discoveries to Eice, the 

sons, on horseback, had gone out hunting. The alarmed o 

men went in search of them, and soon came upon the mu 

lated body of young Rice. They mounted it on a horse ai 

conveyed it ten miles to Wilson^s creek, where they foui 

young Searcy, who, seeing Rice killed, had escaped by fligl 

and was already getting aid to go in search of the two f athe: 

Adding to these atrocities the burning of Thomas J. McDo 

aid's house about the same time, it is a pleasurable relief 

say that they constituted the last fatal depredations in t 

grand and noble county of Collin, linked with Dallas in birt 

in tribulation and sacrifices for the more western frontier, a 

bound to her by hooks of steel in the memories — the loss 
fathers, husbands, sons and brothers — the glories and t 
miseries of the civil war. As Jonathan and David they ha 
stood — confiding^ trusting, loving — and God grant that so 
jsIiaJJ ever be. 
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The Grand Prcurie Fight and Preston Witt's Tri- 
umph, November 25, 1846. 

^N the summer of 1846 the few settlers in the upper part 
of Dallas county met at the house of Preston Witt, on 
White Rock creek, and organized a minute company for mutual 
protection against the Indians, small parties of whom occa- 
sionally depredated upon the settlers. The organization was 
designed by its members to be always ready, with horse, ammu- 
nition and provisions, to hasten pursuit and chastisement. 
bj Je^ Mounts was elected captain of the squad and Josiah 

Pancoast orderly sergeant. 

is[ In the month of November of the same year a rading 

party of Indians stole horses from Samuel Chowning and 

others on Barksdale^s creek, near the present line of Dallas 

and Denton counties. Runners were dispatched to notify the 

members of the minute company, and twenty-two men 

promptly responded, and as this is the fortieth anniversary of 

the fight (this being written on Thanksgiving day, November 

^5th, 1886), it is gratifying to be able to give all of their 

^JUes. Here they are: Jesse V. Mounts, captain; Josiah 

"Paixcoast, sergeant; Preston and Pleasant Witt (twin brothers), 

"^- Bamp Witt, Wm. Barnes, Allen Bledsoe, James Gates, 

•'^'^os. Chenoweth, A. J. Clark, Robert Chowning, J. W. 

^^owning, Charles Dernay (or Demay), Thomas Keenan, 

Jack Mounts, James Mathis, Joshua McCants, James Mooney, 

John Mitchell, John Noble, Alex. W. Perry, Robert Wil- 

The Indian trail was followed by these volunteers across 
*he Elm fork of the Trinity, the upper portion of Grapevine 
pJ^irie, through the lower Cross Timbers into Grand Prairie 
*^4 noTthweaterly through it to a poml N^t^ xv^^^^V'^^^^'^^'^- 
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tur stands when, about noon on the second day, several Indians 
wore discovered a little in advance. Capt. Mounts ordered a 
charge, which was promptly made. The Indians fled with all 
the speed they could command, and were hotly pursued; but 
only Preston Witt and William Barnes gained on them. Both 
selected an Indian supposed to be a chief, and when Witt was 
about closing the gap between them, the savage furiously sped 
an arrow which cut his suspenders asunder and slightly lace- 
rated his breast. The warrior had previously cast off his 
baggage, and now realized that he or his fearless pursuer 
must die. Escape by flight being impossible, he sprang from 
his horse, and Witt did the same, each holding his horse as a 
shield. Only a few feet separated them, or rather, only the 
Indian's horse. JNTo time was to be4ost by the red man, or 
Witt's friends would soon arrive. He rushed under his horse's 
neck with drawn knife, directly confronting his assailant; but 
Witt seized his right hand with his own left, and with his 
right, by one superhuman thrust with his Bowie knife, disem- 
boweled the wild man, who gave a dismal groan, walked a few 
paces, and fell to rise no more. Two Indians were killed and 
one, if not both, scalped. One or two others were wounded, 
but escaped by the fleetness of their horses. Witt took from 
his fallen foe several brass bracelets and other trinkets, which 
are yet in the possession of his son Edward. Several horses 
were recovered and returned to their owners. The affair, con- 
sidered in all its bearings and the condition of those new 
settlers in the country, was highly creditable to all concerned, 
exceedingly gratifying to the people, and served as a warning 
to small parties of those wild freebooters. W. Marion Moon, 
then a youth, belonged to this company, but was sick at the 
time. Elder John M. Myers and others of those few early 
pioneers also belonged to it, but on so short a notice it was 
impracticable for more to go; indeed, it was deemed essential 
for some to remain as protectors of the families. 
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Dallas Oounty in the Mexican War. 



Jp^ AELY in 1847, pending the war between the United 
States and Mexico, and before Dallas county was a year 
old, a call was made by Col. John C. Hays, of San Antonio, 
for volunteers to constitute what became subsequently distin- 
guished as Hays^ Second Begiment of Texas Bangers in that 
war. A company was formed at Dallas, composed partly of 
men from Fannin, Collin and Dallas counties. The various 
companies of the regiment were mustered in at San Antonio 
for twelve months, or during the war, in April and May, 1847 
(the Dallas and last company late in June), and were dis- 
charged in May, 1848, so that each company served twelve 
months. [The war began at Palo Alto May 9, 1846 — ^the 
treaty of peace was signed at Guadalupe Hidalgo February 2, 

1848, and the American army evacuated Mexico in June, 
1848J 

Of this famous regiment of mounted men John C. Hays 

was colonel, Peter H. Bell (afterwards governor from 1849 to 
1853) was lieutenant colonel, and (after October, 1847,) Alfred 
M. Truitt was major, having been to that time one of the 
captains, and John S. Ford was the adjutant. 

The captains were Samuel Highsmith, James S. Gillett, 
Middleton T. Johnson, Jacob Boberts, Gabriel M. Armstrong 
(succeeded in October, 1847, by First Lieut. Alfred Evans,), 
Isaac Ferguson (died in the City of Mexico, January 1st, 
1848, and succeeded by Ephraim M. Daggett,), Stephen Kin- 
sey (resigned in October, 1847, and succeeded by First Lieut. 
Preston Witt,), Chancer Ashton (successor to Capt. Truitt, 
died in the City of Mexico, December 14, 1847, and was suc- 
ceeded by Alexander E. Handley), Henry AV. Baylor, Shapley 
P. Boss and Hammond Warfield, after August, 1847. 
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The companies of Capts. Johnson, Ross, Highsmith, Gil- 
lett and Baylor were stationed at different points on the fron- 
tier of Texas, under Lieut. Col. Bell. All the others went 
with Hays to Mexico. They marched from San Antonio to 
Laredo, and down the west side of the Rio Grande to its 
mouth, about three hundred miles, and were transported in 
steamers to Vera Cruz, where their brilliant career began 
and where, on the return of peace, they re-embarked for 
home. The Dallas company was discharged in Vera Cruz 
about May 6, 1848. 

Rev. Samuel — . Corley, of the Cumberlfmd Presbyterian 
church, faithfully discharged the double duties of soldier 
and chaplain, and was beloved by the whole regiment. 

PARTIAL MUSTER ROLL OF THE COMPANY. 

I can only give an incomplete list of the men, after 
consulting Messrs. Daniel, Jackson and McCommas, three 
survivors in Dallas county. 

THE ROLL. 

Stephen Kinsey, of Fannin, was captain till October, 
1847 — then Preston Witt, formerly first lieutenant; Josiah 
Pancoast, second lieutenant and regimental commissary- 
became first lieutenant October, 1847; John L. Terry, of 
Collin, and Kinch Hensley, of Fannin, third lieutenants; 
Wm.E. Crook, orderly sergeant — promoted to lieutenant- 
drew the maps of Peters^ colony, died in Shelby county; 
John H. Daniel, commissary sergeant; Shelton Robbins, suc- 
ceeded Crook as orderly. 

PRIVATES. 

Nathan Atterberry, Rufus Anderson (of Collin), Libner 

Barnard (Fannin), James Barrow, died in Mexico; James S. 

Barker, lives in Shelby county, Wm, li^on^ St^^hen Con- 
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rad, died in San Angel, Valley of Mexico; Jesse Cox, died 
in Dallas county; Wm. Chenault, died in Dallas county, 
1886; Elijah Carder and Christopher Carder, brothers, died 
in Mexico; George R. Counts, came home sick and died in 
Missouri; Thomas Dykes, died in JNTew Orleans en route 
home; Calvin Green; James Glenn, liyes in Denton; John 
B. Gorbett, substituted on the Eio Grande by George Mark- 
ham; Hatfield, deserted on the Rio Grande to avoid 

prosecution for a row; [had too much of the good old Meth- 
odists' hell cat in him] ; James Hensley, of Fannin, 

Hart, of Collin; Hunter, killed by his own pistol at 

Jalapa; Peter Haught and Samuel A. Haught, brothers, living 

in Dallas county; Hatter, of Fannin; Humphreys, 

drowned in Kaufman county; Wm. Hicklin, afterwards killed 
in an impromptu duel; Wm. Herald, of Fannin, died in 
Puebla; John Herald, brother of William; Andrew Sloan 
Jackson, living in Dallas county; his brother, Wm. C, came 
home sick and died September 12, 1848; Wm. Keen, Benj. 

Keen, Ben. Lindsey, of Fannin; Andrew Lawson, Moss 

(1), - — Moss (2); John McCommas, living in Dallas, dis- 
charged sick in the City of Mexico January 14, 1848 — ^got 
home in March; John C. McCommas, same as his nephew 
John, lives in Young county; Stephen B. McCommas, jr., 
brother of John, died in the city of Mexico December 24, 
1847; Burke McCommas, cousin of John, died near the 
same time; George Mounts, died about the same time; 
George Markham, substitute for John B. Gorbett, [his 
children living in Dallas county]; Ben toggle or Noagle, 
of Fannin; John Newton, John L. Pulliam, Benjamin J. 
Prigmore [still holds the fort near Richardson, Dallas county, 
and is still not "of age*' under the new penaioiL lai^> V^^iJ*-- 
ing three or four years of being sixty -t^o\\\ T^xx^^s^"^ -^^"^^t- 
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son, Anderson Pruitt [his " society '' title in camp life being 
" Piney Woods"]; George R. Paschal, eighty years old, lives 
at Terrell, and has a youthful desire to migrate to the land of 
gold and grow up with the country, because his elder kindred 
oppose his using tobacco; Christopher C. Porter, William 
Romine, died in Mexico; William Scrutch, Nathan Scratch, 
George W. Smith, William Shahan, died in Castle Perote; 

Shahan, brother of William; Hiram Shirley, died and 

was buried at sea en route home, February, 1848; Alex. A. 
Thomas, died in Dallas county; John, his brother, died in | 
Mexico; James Vance, now dead; James Welborn, went early 
to California, and died recently; Hogan Witt, lives in Collin; 
Wm. Wilhite, died in Mexico, as did his brother, McKinsey 
Wilhite — 71 of about 110 in the company. 



-o- 



The Murder of Phelps and Others in 1848. 



flOSIAH S. Phelps, who came to Dallas in 1844 or 1845, 
C/ was a surveyor. In March, 1846, he married Mrs. Melissa 
T. Jacobs, daughter of Alexander M. Harwood and sister of 
Alexander Harwood, whose name so often occurs as county 
clerk. In the beginning of 1848, and probably d.s early a^ 
1846 and 1847, Mr. Phelps was employed by the Peters Colony 
Company to survey lands. At the time to which this narr*^ 
tive relates the headquarters of the colony for surveying pur^ 
poses were at a village called Stewartsville, in Denton count/-' 
In the spring Mr. Phelps, with only two men, were surveying 
in the valley of the Main or so-called West fork of the Trinity - 
Their camp was in a grove on a mound, since bearing tlp^ ^ 
name of Phelps Mound, on the noitYi ^\d^^ oi tlie stream, for»-^ - 
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i,and a half miles northwest of Port Worth. One of the men 
"Was named James Wood, formerly of Indiana; the other is 
; Iwlieved to have been named McOombs, or Combs, but there 
\ is some doabt about his name. 

fJas. W, Chowning, yet living in Denton county, was sent 
by the agents at Stewartsville with provisions in a two-horse 
vagon for the surveying party. It is probable he had left the 
party for this purpose; but of this I am not advised, nor is it 
material. 

On reaching the camp, Mr. Chowning was horrified to 
find himself alone and in the presence of three dead* men, 
I their bodies yet scarcely cold and lying in the tent, where, 
during the previous night — April 9th, 1848 — and while asleep, 
they had been murdered by Indians, a considerable number 
of whom were raiding that portion of the country — so much 
so, in connection with swollen streams, as topre\rent the Tex- 
ian Rangers, then at different stations on the: frontier, from 
. sending a party in time to bury the unfortunate victims. 
A few persons assembled and performed the sad office— among 
them Mr. Conley and Mr. Thomas, whose widow, Mrs. Dru- 
silla Thomas, lives in Jacksboro. They were buried half a 
^ile west of the mound, the land being owned by Mr. Conley, 
who soon afterwards sold it to Mr. Farmer, who disposed of it 
but a year or two since. 

The sadness of the occasion was augmented by the fact 

that Mrs. Phelps had died only about three months before, 

^©aving an infant but a few weeks old, destined to grow to 

^^oiuanhood without father, mother, brother or sister. Yet, 

^^ her warm and noble-hearted uncle, Alexander Harwood, 

^4 his estimable wife, married at a later day, she found pro- 

^tion, care and tender affection, to become in 1870 the wife 

^^ Mr. Henry C. Miller. They live near Azle P. .0., in the 
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northwest portion of Tarrant county. " Dickey '* Phel J_ 
grew to womanhood in Dallas, and is remembered and held id^^ 
esteem by the older citizens as a bright and amiable little girflr = 
and young lady. |,y 

fitzhugh's company IN" 1848. iFr 

In 1848, Capt. Wm. Fitzhugh, of Collin, commanded u^ 
company of eighty twelve-months United States Yolnnteenil^ 
composed of men from Collin, Denton and Dallas countie^p 
and doing service on the Indian frontier, with headquarfceiSiyE 
part of the time, at Grapevine Spring. The following is J* 
roll of the company, those marked with a star (*) being fioml^ 
Dallas county: 1* 

Wm. Fitzhugh, captain; Thos. J. McDonald, first lieu-l- 
tenant; Joshua Dillingham and Alfred Chandler, secondl 
lieutenants; Squire T. Lewis, first sergeant; David 0. Vin-lr 
son, James M. Graves and ^Joseph Turner, sergeants; JoahiuJ? 
A. Goram, Philip Anderson, James Stone and Malachi Tucker,!: 
corporals; Samuel A. Pritchett and *Elisha W. Bennett, It 
buglers. I 

PRIVATES. I 

♦James Ayants, Jasper C. Baker, *John H. Barlow, Lewis I 

C. Bennett, Wm. Bolls (or Boils), Alex. Boutwell, Stephenl 

D. Brown, Wm. C. Brown, Thomas Caldwell, Nicolas Canto| 
(a Mexican), Albert Chandler, *Edward W. Clark, OoUin IL 
Coliom, *David Cook, *Patrick H. Couch, George Crutchfield, 
John Crutchfield, *John F. Daniel, John J. Driggers, Gabriel 
Fitzhugh, Gabriel H. Fitzhugh, Daniel J. Franklin, Enos J, 
Galloway, Wm, H. Gibson, John Gray, E. F. Hedgecoxe, 
Zereil J. Harmanson, John Havens, Hiram Hobough, 
Burrell Hunter, Wm. P. Hunter, *John L. Hunt 
♦Abner M. Keen, *Wm. H. Keen, Wm. King, Daniel Klep- 

per, Jaznea Langston, *Wm. LoNm^, 5o\iix ^^w\bs[, ^Uas 
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* Martin, Wm. McKinney, George McGarrah, *John Mitchell, 

♦Isaac F. Mitchell, *Wm. Marion Moon, Myram Mudget, 

, *John Myrick, Martin O'Neal, Thomas Phillips, George 

* Phillips, Horace E. Pinnell, Paschal H. Rice, Thrashly Searcy, 

♦David Shahan, Isaiah Sims, Samuel K. Smith, *John W, 
c^ Smith, *Joshua Lafayette Smith (the two last sons of the Rev. 
^ James A. Smith), Edward F. Springer, Absalom Stephens, 
4 Harper Strawn, Wm. Teal, Wm. Tippan, AVm. B. Tucker, 
t^. Marcus L. Webster, Robert Wheelock, AVm. C. White, George 

White, Joseph Wilcox, James Wilcox, Leonidas Wilson, *Eli 

Witt, jr., Joseph Wordly, BeriahWordly — twenty being from 

Dallas county. 

Joseph C. Reed and Alexander Cockrell, of Dallas, served 

in other companies in the Mexican war, Calloway H. Patrick, 
. Patrick P. Smith (deceased), Wm. Coombes, of Dallas, were 

in Chandler's company, Hays' First Regiment, in the battle 

of Monterey, September, 184:6. 



-o- 



Town Government of Dallas, 1856 to 1862. 



^V ALL AS as a town, half a mile square, j^as first incorpo. 
^^ rated by the Legislature February 2, 1856, when Jeifer- 
son Weatherford was the senator and Andrew J. Witt the 
representative. The charter was drawn by Nat. M. Burford 
while on a visit to Austin. 

The first election was held April 5th, 1856, and I give 
the vote in full: 

FIRST BLECTIO^f, APRIL, 1856, TO APRIL, 1857* 

For mayor. Dr. Samuel B. Prypi, 5^\ T>t« k, bs., ^^^^^, 
34— total 92. 
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For marshal, Andrew M. Moore, 55; John W. MerriJ 
a7— total, 92. 

For treasurer, Wm. L. Murphy, 56; Z. E. Ranney, 
total, 92. 

For recorder, Samuel S. Jones, 90. 

For six aldermen, William Burtle, 75; James W. Lat 
editor of the Herald), 74; Wm. J. Halsell, 71; Burrill Wi 

68; Williams, 59; George .W. Baird, 57 (these 

elected); A. M. Dean, 49; W. A. Gold, 45; James '. 
quez, 11. 

APRIL, 1857, TO APRIL, 1858. 

John M. Crockett was elected mayor and Marlin 
Thompson marshal. 

APRIL, 1858, TO AUGUST, 1858. 

In April Isaac C. Kaylor was elected mayor and Ant 
M. Moore marshal. [On the third day of the same mo 
Moore killed Alexander Cockrell.] On the first day of i 
the town voted to abandon its special charter and adopt 
general act of incorporation passed in the preceding Janu 
Thirty votes were cast for the change and only one agaim 
Under this law, a new election was held August 2d, 
resulted: 

AUGUST, 1858, TO AUGUST, 1859. . 

For mayor. Dr. A. D. Hice, 39; scattering, 11; total 

For marshal, Wm. Marion Moon, 57,. all. 

For five aldermen, George W. Laws, 24; Wm. J. Hal 

22; Isaac C. Kaylor, 19; James N. Smith, 18; Wm. W. P 

12 [these elected] ; A. Simon, 8. 

AUGUST, 1859, TO AUGUST, 1860. 

For mayor, John M. Crockett, Sft. 
For marshal, QeorgQ W. Baird, ^11 . 
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For five aldermen, Wm. M. Moon, 39; James N. Smith, 
; George W. Guess, 39; Edw. W. Hunt, 38; Dr. Samuel B. 
yor, 37. 

AUGUST, 1860, TO AUGUST, 1861. 

For mayor, John M. Crockett, 51. 

For marshal, Marlin M. Thompson, 40. 

For five aldermen, Edw. W. Hunt, 48; James N. Smith, 
\\ Wm. W. Peak, 43; George AV. Guess, 40; Dr. Samuel B. 
ryor, 39. 

AUGUST, 1861, TO AUGUST, 18G2. 

For mayor. Rev. Thomas E. Sherwood, 30. 

For marshal, Peter Stevenson, 34. 

For five aldermen, Geo. W. Guess, 63; James N. Smith, 
2; Edw. W. Hunt, 61; Wm. W. Peak, 68; Dr. Samuel B. 
^ryor, 56. 

AUGUST, 1862, TO JUNE, 1866. 

The proper records show no election from August, 1861, 
ill June, 1866, hut ex-Mayor John M. Crockett has memoranda 
howing that he officiated from November 15, 1865, to April 
1, 1866, but he has no recollections as to how he came into 
te oflBce. From his notes I extract the following items: 

'* December 15. Sion Record plead guilty to shooting, 
tc. Pined $10.^^ 

" McAdams brought in Sutherland for stealing timber, 
'"ined $15. '^ 

"December 18. Council met. Present, Aldermen 
-"larles Newton, W. H. Thomas, A. W. Morton, George 
^. Baird, Johnson and J. S. Ballard. ^^ 

" February 6^ 1866. Fined Georg^^ ,^^\\$L%^\'Ji^'5>ss«vji^ 
?-K Ouillot. John Edmondsoii, Iot V\^\tl^ «vv ^^^^wv^^v 
od $2. 50 in greenbacks/' 
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*' April 21. Sold negro Bob twenty-two pounds bacon 
for work on the streets/* 

This memoranda is the only record extant of the doings 
of the town government from its institution in 1856 to June, 
18G0, except that the county records show the elections, they 
being held, as the law tlien stood, by authority of the county 
judge, who kept a record of the result. 

JUNE 25, 1866. 

For mayor, John W. I^aiie received QQ votes and John M. 
Crockett 25 — total, 91, or one less than was cast at the first 
election in 1856, and at no election between those years were 
there as many votes cast — the highest number reached being 
92! Bat for marshal, at this election. Matt. J. Moore received 
49 and Henry Hickman 44 — total, 93. 

For five aldermen, John Neely Bryan, 91; Dr. S. S. San- 
ders, 88; A. AV. Morton, 88; Ed. W. Hunt, 88; M. M. Mor- 
row, 86. 

Lane resigned September 4, 1866, to become private sec- 
retary to Gov. Throcjkmorton, and George W. Guess was 
elected by the council to fill the unexpired term. 

IN 1867, 
No election was held, and a second interregnum intervened 
from August, 1867, till September 5, 1868, when Gen. J. J. 
Reynolds, of the United States army, with headquarters in 
Austin, appointed officers for Dallas as follows, this being one 
of the incidents of reconstruction: 

SEPTEMBER, 1868, TO NOVEMBER, 1872. 

Mayor, Ben Lopg; marshal, John F. Barbier; treasurer, 
. A, J. Gonffe; a/derm en, J. P. *'"NLcKm^\i\," ^d^ iiot con- 
' found this mnn's name with tlie " Kii\^\i\." l\wmS\.^ qI^^^^. 
'^' M. Miller^ Henry Boll, Edwin TajloT m^ 5o\vti ^«d\^^ 
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Mr. Boll refused to serve and Mr. Tenison soon resigned. 
Samuel S. Jones and J. C. Seydel were appointed in their 
stead; then Jones resigned and John Loupot was substituted. 
Long resigned (to visit Europe) April 1, 1870, when Henry 
S. Ervay was appointed by the newly installed Gov. Davis, 
and held the office till the four days* election, JNTovember 5, 6, 
7 and 8, 1872, under the charter granted in May, 1871. Under 
Ervay's administration, John M. McCoy was attorney, K. 8. 
Druley, secretary, and 6. W. Campbell, marshal. The alder- 
men at different times (some resigning) were F. L. Willemefc, 
Ira B. Conklin, Samuel Crosley, E. H. Kendall, J. C. Seydel, 
Z. E. Coombes, Dr. E. W. Tucker and Edwin Taylor. 

In 1872 Gov. Davis, who had been ^^ counted in** by 
Gen. Eeynolds, concluded that Mr. Ervay was not sufficiently 
loyal, issued an order removing him and appointing another 
in his place; but the civil government being reorganized and 
Dallas having a new charter granted by it, Mr. Ervay, acting 
both under legal advice and a sense of duty to the people, 
refused to yield. District Judge Hardin Hart issued a man- 
date commanding him to surrender the office; but Mr. Ervay 
positively refused to do so. Thereupon he was committed to 
and locked up in jail. It so happened that just at that crisis 
a decision arrived here, made by Davis* own Supreme Court, 
in a precisely similar case, ruling that the governor did not 
possess the power of removal, whereupon Judge Hart hastened 
;fco unlock the prison door, and Mr. Ervay stepped out a free 
man, to resume his duties as mayor and enjoy an increased 
respect of the people. His conduct throughout the affair 
deserved and received the warmest approval of the people. 

l^OVEMBER, 1872, TO APRIL, 1874. 

At this first election allowed the people after the military 
dictatorship began, held for four da^%, ^\tti*Si\a^'^^^^<yb^^^^- 
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ent, Ben Long, Republican, received 348; Edw. H. Hunt 
Democrat, 246. Thomas Flynn was elected marshal; Dr 
David King, assessor and collector. The aldermen were EUei 
P. Bryan, sr., C. Capy, George M. Swink, Frank Austin 
Wm. H. Gaston, Michel Thevenet, John W. Lane and Dr. 
Archelaus M. Cochran. The Council elected Henry Bol 
treasurer; James H. Field, attorney, and C. S. Mitchell, sec 
retary. The election was under a new charter granted Ma] 
22, 1871. 

On the 24th of April, 1873, all of these aldermen, except 
ing Lane, resigned, and there were elected in their place 
Messrs. Henry S. Ervay, Hickerson Barksdale, Alex Sanger 
John H. Bryan, Wm. H. Scales, John Owens, Wm. G. Steret 
and James Greer. Olin Wellborn was elected city attorne; 
October 6, 1873. 

Under amendments to the charter, the term of thes< 
oJ0&cers was extended till the first Tuesday in April, 1874, ii 
order to fix that date for all future elections, and it has » 
remained till the present time, commencing with 

APRIL, 1874. 

Mayor, W. L. Cabell; marshal, June Peak; assessor am 
collector, T. J. Keaton; attorney, Wm. M. Edwards; treas 
urer, Robert H. West; engineer, Wm. M. Johnson; secretary 
W. H. Pj-ather. The aldermen were Henry S. Ervay, R. E 
Burke, Jos. A. Leonard, R. D. Coughanour, J. S. Howell, A 
T. Hensley, John Owens, Joseph C. McConnell, Wm. 
Young and H. B. McConnell. 

ELECTED APRIL, 1875. 

The same mayor, assessor, attorney, engineer, treasure 

aud marshal as in 1874, and J. B. Hereford secretary. Th( 

aldermen were J. W. Crowdus, HeuT^ §>.^t:^^^,"B« "L, WUle 
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met, A. T. Obenchain, Alfred Davis, Benj. P. Jett, D. E. 
Grove, W.J. Shone, R. V. Tompkins and E. C. McLure. 
[In 1887, Jett lives in Washington, Ark., McLure in South 
Carolina, though a department clerk in Washington City, 
Shone in Colorado City and Grove in Marshall, Texas. Dr. 
Willemet has been dead several years.] 

Tnis new Council, by a unanimous vote, on the 27th of 
April, 1875, abandoned all former charters and adopted the 
general incorporation law of the State, passed on the 15th of 
the preceding March, a usurpation for which, outside of 
municipal abuses, there is perhaps no parrallel since ^76, 
omitting the exercise of power by the military and semi-mili- 
tary civil authorities forced on the country preceding and 
pending reconstruction; or, in other words, before the ^^ resur- 
rection^* of liberty. 

Under this new charter, at the election in April, 1876, 
all officers, excepting the mayor, were elected for two years, 
and the aldermen were divided into two classes, one-half to 
serve one year, the other half two years, so that half should 
thereafter be elected annually for two years. 

APRIL, 1876. 

Mayor, John D. Kerfoot, for one year; marshal, W. F. 
Morton; assessor and collector, J. K. Ogden; attorney, Bar- 
nett Gibbs; engineer, Wm. M. Johnson (these for two years) ; 
secretary, J. B. Hereford. Aldermen, John W. Crowdus, 
Henry S. Ervay, W. J. Clark, F. E. Guedry, Benj. P. Jett, 
E. P. Cowen, Jacob L. Williams and Dr. M. M. Newsom. [In 
1887 Guedry lives in New Orleans, Cowen in Fort Worth.] 

On the 9th of August, 1876, an entirely new charter was 
granted, continuing the terms, as before, at two years, and 
making the same apply to the mayoralty. An amendment to 
it of Jul J 9, 1879, took from tTae Tp^o^\^ ^Jtv^TV'^ '^V ^'^^li'^^^ 
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the attonioy, engineer and treasurer, and lodged it in the |^^ ' 
Council, another evidence of the tendency of municipal bodies 
to grasp at power, and admonishing the people of large towiis 
and cities that * 'Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty." I Fo 

APRIL, 1877. • , l^"i^ 

Mayor, AV. L. Cabell, two years, the other officers holding I 

over. Aldermen, H. S. Ervay, J. W. Orowdus, W. M. 0. 1^^ 

Kill, F. E. Guedry, AV. J. Shone, Benj. P. Jett, Dr. M. M. f^^^^^ 

Newsom, Jacob L. AVilliams. 1*^ 

APRIL, 1878. l^Pf 

Assessor and collector, Julius C. Bogel; treasurer, Jottt |i y 
W. Bowen; attorney, BamettGibbs; marshal, W. P. Mortoi^j 
engineer, S. W. S. Duncan; secretary, J. B. Hereford. Alde^" 
dermen, John F. Caldwell, H. S. Ervay, P. B. Sheldon, J^- 
D. Garlington (vice AY. M. C. Hill, resigned), W. 0. Hollaa^» 
AV. J. Shone, Dr. M. M. Newsom. 

APRIL, 1879. 
Mayor, «J. M. Thurmond, the other officers holding ovc^- 
Aldermen, John B. Stone, John F. Caldwell, L. P. Bohn]^ 
P. B. Sheldon, AV. K. AVheelock (vice Holland, resigned^' 
John S. AVitwer, Chas. E. Keller, AAT. E. Mclntire. 

APRIL, 1880. 
Marshal, AY. F. Morton; assessor and collector, J. 
Bogel; engineer, J. S. Thatcher; attorney, Barnett Gibb^^^' 
secretary, J. B. Hereford. Aldermen, H. S. Ervay, John 
Stone, J. S. Ballard, L. F. Bohny, Zimri Hunt, W. K 
AYheelock, E. M. Tillman, Chas. E. Keller. 

In September, 1880, Mayor Thurmond was voted out oJC^ 
office by the Council (6 to 2), under a clause in the chartei^-' ' 
providing that a vote of " want of confidence ^^ in an officer--^ 
should oponite as a deposition from oi^ce^ — ^ 5 wi^\X!ARa5Ll^«te«s^=^ 





since expunged, leaving a fair trial as the only means of expell- 
ii i ing an officer, John. J. Good was elected to fill the yacancy, 
11x4 ^^ceiving 1,100 votes to 682 for Thurmond. 

APRIL, 1881. 

For mayor, John Stone had thirty-seven majority, but 
was declared ineligible by the Council for want of the required 
residencein the city. On the 17th of May Dr. J. W. Crowdus 
was elected, receiving 878 votes to 680 for Zimri Hunt. J. 
B. Hereford resigned as secretary April 30, and G. M. Swink 
was elected. Aldermen, D. A. Williams, H. S. Ervay. W. 
J. Clark, J. S. Ballard, J. D. Carter, Zimri Hunt, Frank G. 
Moore, E. M. Tillman. Hunt resigned late in May, and Dr. 
J- V. Childers was elected. 

APRIL, 1882. 
-V/ Marshal, James C. Arnold; assessor and collector, J. C. 

Sogel; treasurer, N". W. Godbold; attorney, Frank Field; 
secretary, G. M. Swink; engineer, Wm. M. Johnson. Alder- 
men, Sigmund Loeb, D. A. Williams, James Moroney, W. J. 
Clark, C. P. Carter, J. D. Carter, E. M. Tillman, Frank G* 

*toore. 

APRIL, 1883. 

Mayory Wm. L. Cabell. Aldermen, Frank M. Cockrell, 
^^gmund Loeb, John Spellman, James Moroney, J. D. Carter, 
0- F. Carter, C. A. Gill, E. M. Tillman. Under an amend- 
ment to the charter of March, 1883, the city was divided into 
®^^ instead of four wards, and in April, 1884, two aldermen 
^ere elected from each ward and classified anew as before. 

APRIL, 1884. 

Marshal, James C. Arnold; assessor and collector, J. C. 
^ogel; attorney, Wm. H. Johnson; treasurer, W. H. Flippen; 
^^gineer. Wm. M. Johnson; secretary, W. E. Parry; health 



60 HISTORY OF DALLAS COUNTY, 



officer, J)r. J. Ij. Carter. Aldermen, D. A. Williams^ John 

Spellman, James Moroney, Robert B. Seay, Jacob Baach, B. 

C. Smith, Sigmund Loeb, Robert Gibson, Ohas. B. Keller, 

John Henry Brown, J. D. Carter. Messrs. D. A. Williams, 

John Spellman, Robert B. Seay, E. C. Smith, Robert Gibson 

and John Henry Brown drew the two years' term — ^the others 

one year. 

Xpril, 1885. 

Mayor, John Henry Brown. Aldermen, John B. 

Louckx, D. A. Williams, W. F. Dougherty, John Spellman, 

John Bookhout, Jacob Ranch, Sigmund Loeb, P. W. Linskie 

(vice E. C. Smith, resigned,), Chas. E. Keller, Robert Gibson, 

J. D. Carter, Samuel Peterman (vice John Henry Brown, 

resigned). 

APRIL, 1886. 

Mayor, John Henry Brown (holding over); marshal, 
James C. Arnold; attorney, W. H. Johnson; assessor and 
collector, John F. House; engineer, J. S. Thatcher; water 
superintendent, Dave Tichenor; secretary, W. E. Parry; 
health officer. Dr. J. L. Carter. Aldermen, John B. Louckx, 
T. J. A. Brown, W. F. Dougherty, D. P. Mahony, Jacob 
Ranch, John Bookhout, Sigmund Loeb, P. R. Rowley, C. B. 
Keller, D. C. Mitchell, J. D. Carter, Samuel Peterman, ' 

APRIL, 1887. 

Mayor, W. C. Connor; recorder (newly created office), T. 
J. A. Brown; assessor, J. F. House; assistant, Ben M. Melton; 
secretary, W. E. Parry; assistant, Wm. McGrain; water super- 
intendent, Dave Tichenor; health officer. Dr. J. L. Carter; 
attorney, W. \L Johnson; engineer, J. S. Thatcher; water 
collector, L. M. Fargason. Aldermen, John B. Louckx, 
Frank Cockrell (vice T. J. A. Brown, resigned), D. P. Maho- 
ney, A. M. Cochran, Jacob Ranch, W. L. Hall, F. R. Rowley, 
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. Sigmund Loeb, D. C. Mitchell, K. J. Kivlen, Samuel Peter- 
-man, Darius Welch. 

POLICE FORCE OF DALLAS, JULY 1, 1887. 

James C. Arnold, marshal; Geo. Ed. Cornwall, deputy 
marshal; Samuel H. Beard and Henry 0. Waller, mounted 
^©fficers; John T. Carter, clerk; Dean S. Arnold, station 
leeperj Thomas C. Halsell, in charge of street force; regular 
patrolmen — Wm. M. Moon, James A. Beard, John P. Keehan, 
John W. Kivlen, Patrick Mullins, W. R. Barnes, Clifton 
Scott, Peter Ahearns, Geo. L. Williams, Erastus F. Yates, 
Vm. Schroeter, Wood H. Ramsey, M. W. Skelton, Milburn 
'1 V. Kirby. 

The official municipal history of Dallas, in its personnel y 
' has thus been given from the beginning in 1856 to 1887, a 
■ period of thirty-one years, and from a voting population of 
ninety-two to one of three thousand five hundred within the 
acJtual incorporated limits, and fully four thousand five hun- 
dred in the entire city. A few minor matters and subordinate 
oflBcial positions, more or less temporary, have been omitted. 
It is a compilation well worth preserving, and in the time to 
come, in the days of tl\pse grand fruitions which, to all human 
appearance, are in store for John Neely Bryan's section and 
John Grigsby's league and labor, they will be held asinvalua- 
We memorials of the early times and struggles (of those who 
^U then have gone before) to found on this favored spot at 
least — speaking comparatively in this day of successive mar- 
vels in the movement of population — a great inland seat of 
commerce, manufactures, schools, colleges and all those indus- 
toes which, in modern times, pertain to such an aggregation 

of enlightened humanity, in a country blessed by nature, 
and, by the Ruler of all, despite an interval of disorder and 
nstirpation, blessed with free, democratic institutions, under 
^tich liberty reigns. 
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The First Pioneers of Dallas County — Over 
Names Alphabetically Arranged; Including 
Their Children, Over 1,200. 



^T has been impossible to gather the names of all ent 
"^ to be enrolled in this list. The State land grants in 
possession, while not entirely full, as some Dallas ^et 
located their lands elsewhere, have enabled me approxims 
to name those who came prior to July 1, 1848, at which 1 
the grants ceased. In many cases I am enabled to give 
year of arrival. As to those arriving between July 1, H 
and the close of 1849, I have been almost entirely depem 
on others for information. In many cases I am also enal 
to give a list of the children of the first comers — in othe: 
could not be done without a loss of time and labor wl 
could not now be devoted to that object. I limit the lis! 
the year 1849, because a newspaper was then in existence 
record current events; because the county had then ceases 
be a frontier; and because the increase of population ther 
ter was too rapid to justify incorporallion in a list of 
kind. If those whose names are omitted will, either in pei 
or writing, furnish them to me, the list shall be completer 
full. This applies to heads of families and their child 
who came to Dallas county before the close of 1849. It 
be a pleasure to receive the information either in person o: 
letter. 

While the list is alphabetical, the rule is departed f] 
in so far as to assign the post of honor — rightfully and gr 
fully — to 

BRYAN, JOHN NEELY, a Tennesaeean, last from : 
River, the first settler of Dallas county and a single m 



( 

FROM 18S7 TO 1887. 63 

who came about the last of November, 1841. While yet 
Nacogdoches county, he married, February 26, 1843, Marga- 
ret, daughter of John Beeman, the first couple ever married 
on the soil of Dallas county. Of their children, John, the 
first native of the county, lives in Burnet, born 
February 9th, 1846; Lizzie, born in December, 
1847, married Wm. Dillon and now lives at Monte- 
zuma, Pike county, Illinois, and recently her mother has 
resided with her; Luther A. lives at Decatur, Texas. Mr. 
Bryan once visited in California; for some years lived in 
Llano county; then returned to Dallas — partially lost his 
mind and died in 1879. 

Allen, Simon Bolivar, merchant in 1848 — lives in Bonham. 
Atterberry, James, and family. 

Stephen C, and family. 
Jesse, and family. 

Nathan (soldier in Mexico) and Churchill came 
single. . ^ 
Akderson, John L., and family came from Kentucky 1846. 
'^ James, and family 1846. 
^' single, Thomas R. and James W. 
Armstrong, James, and family, came in 1846; his daughter, 
Frances E., came, the wife of John Bursey, and is now a 
widow; Martha married Robert Cook, and is a widow; Nancy 
J. married first Wm. A. Knight, second W. Marion Moon; 
Mary J. married Alexander A. Thomas; Anderson, the 
only son, died in 1848. 
Aytes, John, and family before 1849. 
Archer, Thomas M., and family, 1846. 
AsHLOCK, Josiah, and family. 
Akdbbws^ Ben F. and Samuel, came sm^^. 



44 
44 
44 
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Alexander, J. J., came single. 

BuRSEY, John, and wife, nee Frances E. Armstrong, came in 
1846. 

Badgeley, Daniel A., and family; Job married Lydia 
Marks. 

Balshmire, Henry, married Eliza Goodwin, 

Bryan, James I^. (brother of John N.) came in 1846; mar- 
ried (second wife) Mrs. Elizabeth Harter, nee Beeman; , 
children, William, James and Lenore. 

Baird, Geo. W., 1849; married Mary E. Traughber. 

Bethurum, Robert P., married Electa A. Hawpe. 
*^ Ben F., married Nancy P. Elam. 

Bast, Abraham, 1848, m. Myers; children, Morgan, 

Jack, David, Abraham, Julia, Lucinda, Eliza. 

Bledsoe, " A.,'^ and family, from Missouri 1846; children, 
Willis A. married Jane Boyle; Moses 0. to Sadie George; Isaac 
C. to Miss Steele; Virginia to Capt. R. A. Rawlins; Bettie 
to Thomas Spruance; Fleming G. to Juliet Samaels. 

Bledsoe, Anthony, married Martha Huitt. 
Dr. Samuel T., and family, 1845. 

Bernard, Charles II., came from Illinois 1847. 

Brown, Young E., and family, 1844. 
^^ Crawford, and family, 1844. 

Brandenburg, A., and family; Samuel came single. 

Beard, Allen, and family. 

Beverly, Wm., 1846, married Rebecca Conover; died in OoUin 
1887. 

Bennett, Hiram, came in 1845; children, Madison, Hardy 
and C. L. 
Bennett, Vfm. H., and fami\y, 1^45. 
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Beknett, William, and family, 1845. 
^^ James M., and family, 1845. 
" Elisha and Elijah D. came single. 

BuRRis, Thomas, and family. 

Browder, Mrs. Lucy, came in 1845. 

Isham, son of Lucy, and family, 1845. 
Edward C, son of Lucy, 1845, m. Elizabeth Coats; 
his children. Pleasant S., Annie B. m. Edgar Prickett; 
Emma m. Dr. J. H. McCorkle; Fanny m. G. M. Over- 
lease. 

Bird, James, and family, from Missouri- 1844. 
*^ Samuel P. came single. 

Bruton, Wm., patriarch, from Illinois 1845; children, Rich 
ard married Elizabeth Cox; James R. married Nancy 
Edwards. 

Britton, Joseph, and family, 1848. 

Baker, James M., married Ruth Forester. 
^^ Artemas, came single. 

Barker, Joshua, married Sarah Hart. 

Bandy, Richard T., married Aurelia A. Rawlins. 

Boyd, Wm. J., married Milburn Bernetta Baggett. 

BiLLiNGSLEY, Wm., married Arena Kirkland. 

Barnes, Wm. D., married Tabitha C. Smith. 

Barnes, Wm., came in 1845; in Grand Prairie fight. 

BuRNHAM, Horace, married Matilda Cole. 

Burnett, Wm. D., came single. 

Brotherton, Robert K., came single. 

H. K. 

Bowles, Rev. Wm., a Baptist preacher, who had married 

Mrs. Rebecca Self, came in 1844. Of the Self cliildren 

there were Ann, who married Uob^T\» ^vyXkfcx\ "^^^x^^*^^^.-* 
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who married Judge James M. Patterson, Harvin H. an 
Chonac Self. The children of Mr. Bowles, by this mai 
riage, are Harrison H., living in Kaufman, and Hanna 
P., who married George W. Davis. 

BuRFORD, Nathaniel M., came from Tennessee in 1848; n 
Mary Knight in 1854; their children-;-Mattie m. Wn 
Morris Freeman in 1886; Nathaniel is dead; Eobert Le< 
Jeff Mallard and May. 

Barrett, Roswell B., an orphan of Texas parentage, can 
with James Armstrong in 1846; married ^*Babe^^ Bale 
ridge. 

Barrett, James W., brother of Roswell, still single. 

Bledsoe, Allen, came in 1845; in Grand Prairie fight. 

BusKiRK, Jonas, and family. 

Bradshaw, David, and family. 

Beeman, John, and family, from Illinois to Bowie couni 
1840, to Bird's Fort November, 1841, to Dallas couni 
April, 1842. His wife was Emily Hunnicut, yet living 
Their children — Elizabeth m. first Henry Barter in 184^ 
going eighty miles to Bonham for that purpose, secon 
James B. Bryan, and third Wm. Cumby; Margaret m. Joh 
Neely Bryan; Wm. H. m. Martba Dye; Samuel H. m. Mai 
Ann Weatherford; Isaac H. died in California; James I 

m. Mary Hammond; Clarissa m. Walker; Nancy n 

Wm. W. Hobbs; Ann m. John Fugate; Caroline m. Isas 
Fisher — ten children — nine married. 

Beeman, James J., in St. Charles county, Missouri, in 183( 
married Sarah Crawford; in Dallas, November 29, 1851, \ 
married Elizabeth Baker, from Ohio. By the first marria^ 
he had children, Mary J. (died in 1884) married first Hem 
Price, second Wyatt Barnett; Emily T. married Wm. T 
Baker; Francis M. married Amawda McOoi^mick-, Melisi 
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died in youth. By his second wife J. J. had Charles A., 
who married Martha McCormick, and Sarah E., who mar- 
ried L. A. Sweet. 

Beeman^, Samuel, married in St, Charles county, Missouri, 
Mary Smelser (both now dead), and came November, 1846, 
from Calhoun county, Illinois. Of their children, John S. 
married Isabel Bryan in Illinois — came with his father; 
Ruth married Adam C. Haught, whose first wife, Margaret, 
was a sister of her father; Nancy (in Illinois) married Wm. 
Hunnicut; Isaac married Hannah Bethurum; Temperance 

married Moore; Mary married Benj. Lanham; Peter 

married Matilda Riggs; William and Jacob were killed m 
the Confederate army; Kate married Newton Husted. The 
three brothers brought twenty-four children to Dallas 
county, including those born here. 

Caldwell, Solomon, and family, from Illinois 1842. 

Wm., and family, from Illinois. 
Timothy, came single, married Nancy Ray. 

CoRLEY, Adelbert, son of the Rev. Sam. Corley, the Mexican 
war soldier, came in 1848; for thirty years has been clerk 
of Red River county. 

Cole, John P., and family, moved to Tarrant. 

CoRCOftAN, John T., and family, 1845. 

Crabtree, William, and family. 

Cochran, William M., and wife, nee Nancy J. Hughes, 
Tennesseeans, came from Missouri in 1843. He died April 
24, 1853— she died October 15, 1877; of their children, 
John H. married Martha Johnson; Archelaus M. first mar- 
ried Laura, one of the ^^ Knights of ^46,^^ second Mrs. Mary 
Collins, nee Jenkins; Wm. P. married Amanda M. Law- 
rence; James M. (born in Dallas county June 1, 1846,) 
married first Maggie B. Lively, second Nannie Clark, third 
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llattie l^ourhiud; George W. died single in 1872; Martha 1^ 
A. married William Harris. 
Chl'TCIIFIeli), Thomas F., and family, from Kentucky 1845; . 
children, James 0. m. Fanny Floyd; Albertus went to 
California; Th. Ella m. G. S. 0. Leonard; Ophelia m. I, 
John J. Eakins, who died in 1886; Minerva m. John W. | 
Swindells; Betty m. John AV. Lane. 
CorsY, Mrs. Nancy, and family. 
'' Thomas W., came single. 
Casky, John, and family. 

Harvey, came single. 
Harry, came single. 
CoRXELius, Abner P., and family. 
Crumpacker, Daniel and Joel, came single. 
Cheshire, Thomas, and family. 
Cook, John C, married Elvira Mays. 
Carver, Solomon, and family. 
Abraham, and family. 
Daniel, came single. 
Chexoweth, James F., and family. 

'* Thomas, married Hannah Keenan. 

Clark, A. J. (old Texian) came in 1845 — in Grand Prairi^ 

fight, married Sarah Myers; their son, H. C, m Dallas. 
Clark, Henry, and family. 

^* Wm., came in 1845 — his family came with Judge Y^t>^ 
terson in January, 1840. 

Gates, James, came in 1844; in Grand Prairie fight; marriec^ 

Elvira Fay. 
Campbell, Thomas J., came single. 

Chapman, John C, and family. 
'^ Robert, came single. 
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OR, Jacob, came single. 
LOCK, Jacob G., came single. 
cs, Samuel, and family, from Illinois 184:5. 
Thomas D., and family, from Illinois 1845. 
Marion A., and Wm. B. came single. 

John H., and wife, from Illinois 1842. 

George, from Illinois 1842. 

James, from Illinois 1844. 

Davis B., from Illinois 1844. 

Hartwell B., from Illinois 1844. 

Joseph, married Narcissa Elam. 

William, married Mary Dike. 
DVER, Dr. W. W., came 1845. 
PBELL, Thomas A., married Margaret A. Coombes. 
R, Wm., and family. 

Henry, came single. 
N^OR, Wm. D., nferried Mary Fikes. 

PEi^TER, Timothy, and family came in 1843. 
iVLEY, Richard, married Almeda Leake. 
^^ Benj. F., married Edna Leake. 

3ER, Dr. , came in 1842, killed by Indians in Ool- 

. February, 1843 (see narrative). 

IBES, Wm., and family, from Kentucky 1843; children 
Leven G. m. Jane H. Heady; Zachariah Ellis m. 
becca F. Bedford; Isaac N- m. Berrilla K. Myers; Mar- 
ret A. m. Thos. A. Campbell and died in Missouri in 
39; Mary M. m. Levi M. Bumpas; Rebecca F. m. Wm. 
Holt and is dead . Children by a second wife, Samuel H ., 
hn W. and three daughters. 

js, Joseph, and family (Cedar Hill) came before July, 
48; of his children Zur m. Sarah Evans; Wm. S. m. Eliza- 
tli J. Evans; Robert. 
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Chowning, Robert, came in 1845. 

" J. W. m. Nancy Myers in Illinois — i 

Prairie fight in 1846; found the murdered Phelps 
1848 — lives in Denton. 

OoucH, Henderson, as foreman of the jury at the i 
ever held in Dallas county, December, 1846, he 
eleven colleagues divorced Mrs. Charlotte M. Dal 
her husband, Joseph Dalton; and before the sun 
day glided to the ^^ Heathen Chinee *' side of the \ 
said Henderson Couch and Charlotte M. Daltoi 
and constitutionally, were husband and wife. It 
first civil suit — Dalton vs. Dalton — ever tried i 
county; yet some people of this day imagine that th 
Timers ^^ of Dallas were of the backwoods, ^^ j 
Traveller, ^^ non-progressive class, such as are fou 
away in certain spots in New York, New Jersey, 
vania, and possibly a few ?n North CaAlina and 
but never in the prairies of the Great West or S< 
Let all such realize the electric dispatch of businei 
Dallas days, and be convinced of their former < 
impressions — ^then tip their beavers to the memory 
derson and Charlotte Couch. 

Chenault, Wesley M., and family came in 1845. 
" William, came single, a soldier in Mexic( 

Ruth Ann Jackson, died in 1886. 

Cameron, David R., and family, from Missouri 
among his children were Chris C, L. Frank and ' 

CocKRELL, Wesley, and family came in 1846. 

Cook, Henry, and family, before 1849. 

Cole, Dr. John, wife and mostly grown children cj 
Arkansas 1843; their children, Calvin G., married 
sas Elvira Reeder; James M., m. Sarah Bennett; 
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. Elizabeth Preston; Martin V., m. Maggie Prestonf 
)8eph, m. Jennie Overton; Malinda, m. (second wife of) 
imes N, Smith; Eliza, m. Jefferson Tilley, and is a widow 

Arkansas; Louisa, m. A. G. Walker, and is dead; Wm. 

. lives in Medina county, m. Mary Bennett. 

K, Williford W., brother of Eobert M., came in 1845. 

K, Robert M., surveyor, came in 1845; m. Martha Arm- 

rong. 

TNER, Abraham, and family, came before 1846. 

►CKBTT, John M., and wife came from Tennessee October, 

847. 

iLiNS, James, and wife Nancy came in 1846. 

" Thomas, brother of James and wife Mary, came in 
846. 

iUNS, Albert G. and wife Pamelia came from Kentucky 
846; their children — Orzelia m. John Shipley, now a 
idow; James, William, Joel and Henry are dead; Poster 
t Louisiana; Joseph and Albert G. living; Martha m. Jacob 
rvay and lives in Wyoming; Annie m. P. King Taylor 
id lives in Cisco, Texas. The parents are still living. 
Ter, Wormley, born in Loudon county, Virginia, June 
>, 1816; removed from Kentucky to Missouri 1843; to 
alias in May, 1846; married Lucy Anderson; since 1880 
is lived near Lewisville, Denton county. 
.TER, Asher W., brother of Wormley, married Elizabeth 
. Wood. 

KRELL, Alexander, came from Missouri in 1845; was a 
ontier soldier and partly in Mexico; married Sarah H, 
orton; was killed in Dallas April 3, 1858. His widow 
ill resides in the old homestead, the abode of hospitality, 
heir children — Aurelia married Mitchell Gray and is dead; 
obert married Gillie Jones and died m VBft>^\ "S^^kJ^. ^/>«. 



72 HISTORY OF DALLAS COUNTY, 

Alderman Cockrell, of the Todd Mills; Alexander mar 
Ettie Fulkerson, and is a f^ ranchero^^ on Mountain or 

Ckow, Wm. M., and family came in 1847. 

Carder, Wm. P., and family came in 1845; his sons. El 

and Christopher, were soldiers in Mexico, and died in 

city about Christmas, 1847. His wife, nee Brumfield, 
a sister of Mrs. Amon McCommas. 

DooLEY, George W., and family, before 1848. 

DuRRETT, George W., and family, before 1848. 

Daniel, John H., came from Missouri in 1845 — a soldiei 
the Mexican war — married Rebecca Ray in Dallas coui 
Their children, William R. married Josephine McComn 
Mary Frances married. George H. Alexiander, now of I 
deman county; ^* John Henry ^^ died March 5, 1885; Bi 
F.; Sterling Price; Edmund W. married first En 
McCommas, second Ettie Wilkinson; Charles A., Mai 
J., and the last is ^^ Arthur Ellis Coombes Daniel:'' 

Dykes, Thomas, came single in 1845; a soldier in Mex 
and died in New Orleans en route home. 

DuRGiN, Charles H., merchant, came from Massachus' 

1845; married Elizabeth B. Thomas, and is long deceai 

His widow is vice president of the Dallas County Pioi 
Association. 

Dakan, Dr. Perry, married Ann R. Walker, who died 
California. He returned, and died in Texas. 

Dye, Benjamin, sr., and family came from Kentucky in 1^ 

His children — Enoch, now dead, married a daughtei 

Rev. Abner Keen; Benj,, jr., and Wm. H. died sin 

Joseph F. went to California in 1853; George lives in ] 

las county; Martha E. is the wife of Wm. H. Beeman; Si 

first married Vassella and is now the wife of 

Mitchell; Miranda married Madison Bennett; Ac 

13 the wife of Wm. A. McDernniU, 
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E, William, brother of Benj.; died single. 

WDY, Alanson, married Rebecca Shelton. 

WNING, Wm. W., came single. 

rKAWAY, Foster W., came single. 

XON, Solomon W., ai\d family. 

5MAY (or Dernay) Charles, came in 184-5 — in Grand Prairie 

figbt. 

A.VIS, Hinson C, and family. 

^* John W., Benj. F. and Jeremiah came single. 
LLis, Thomas M., and wife, nee Witt, came from Illinois in 
1845. One of their daughters married Middleton Perry, 

Mary married Jones Green, married W. L. White, 

Wm. F. married Miss Smith, John T. married Miss Stewart, 
James H. married Mary E. Rawlins. 
Ulam, Wm. B., wife Mary and family from Illinois 1845. 

*^ Isaac, wife Margaret and family, 1847. 

" W. M., and family. 

" Jesse, and family. 

" Andrew, Benton and several others came single. 
Elliott, Sanders, came in 1845. 
Elkiks, Smith, elected chief justice in 1850, and quit the 

country under a domestic cloud. 
Edwards, Isaac, and family. 
Perris, Morris, and family came before 1846. 
Ployd, George, and family. 
Pyke, Elisha, and family. 

" Archer, came single. 
Fort NEB, Milford F., and family. 
^HOST, Benj., and family. 

'< Thomas, came single. 
'brris, Warren A., surveyor, and family came from Nacog- 
doches in 1846. 
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Fleming, Wm., and family came in 1846. 

" Geo. W., came single in 1846; married Louisa Ji 
Britton. 

Franklin, Levi, married Nancy Rogers. 

Fletcher, , married Miss Henry. 

FoRTNER, John, and* family came in 1844; now lives at Vini 
Indian Territory; his children — Amos, Mary J. marr 
George Burgoon; Caroline married George Nash. 

Freeman, Mrs. Mary Ann, and family came 1846. 
" Wm. S., and wife Susan came in 1846. 

FoNDREN, John R. , came in 1846. 

Glover, George W., and family came in 1843. 

Goodwin, Micajah, and family came before 1846. 
" Thos. R., came single. 

Galloway, D. R. S. C, married Jane Manning. 

Gracey, Marquis D. L., came in 1846; married Amanda 
Harris. 

Gracey, Emory A., married Miss Matlock. 

" Grundy C, Sabine and Wm. T.; Amanda marr 
Goodnight. 

Gill, Eldridge, came in 1849; married Mrs. Lucinda McD 
aid, nee Smith. 

Gunnels, Washington, married Polly Sparks. 

Good, Noah, and family came in 1846. 

Greathouse, Archibald, and family came in 1844. 

Garkins, George, and wife Easter came in 1847. 

Gilbert, Mabel, and wife Martha came from Bird^s Fori 
March, 1842, Mrs. Gilbert being the first white lady 
reach Dallas, though followed on the 4th of April by ]M 
John Beeman, yet living, and her daughters. Mr. Gilt 
had formerly been a steamboat commander. 

Griffin, Elder Thacker Vivian, a preacher of the '^ Ch 
tian ^^ church, born 1800 — cani©toT>«\\«iam\*^^^%Qt^j«ii 
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the first church of his denomination in Dallas county at 
Hordes Ridge, and died in 1852 or *53. His only son died 
in the Confederate army. His only daughter, Elizabeth 
A., is the, [to this writer and his family especially,] esteem- 
ed wife of Dr. Albert A. Johnston. 

Gray, Andrew K. and Daniel H., came single. 

Green, Jones, came in 1845; his wife was Mary Ellis. 

Gbaham, Joseph, and family. 
'* Milton H., came single. 

GoAR, John, and family; his daughter Matilda married Nor- 
vell R. Winniford. 

GrouinTDS, Robert, and large family, came in 1845. , 

Green, Mrs. Martha P., and family. 

Garvin, Thomas, came single. 

Howell, John and wife Parthena came in 1845; their children 
— Virginius, James, Hartwell (lost in the Confederate army), 
Lizzie (Mrs. John Wright), Salome (Mrs. John M. Hervay), 
Charles, married Miss Thomas. *" 

HiCKLiN, Wm. J., and family came in 1845. He was killed 
out West. 

HoRTON, Enoch, sr., and family, from Russell county, Vir- . 
ginia, arrived November 29, 1844. His children (excepting 
a married daughter, who came ten years later,) were Mary, 
who married Marlin M. Thompson; John married Margaret 
Hopkins; James married first Jane Phillips, second Mrs. 
Molly King, nee Morton; Sarah H. married Alexander 
Cockrell; Enoch, jr., married first Nancy C. Reed, second 
Lucy Lanier (now Mrs. Sam P. Cross); Robert died single 
in California; Martha married her cousin, Wm. Horton, 
and died soon after reaching Dallas; Rachel died single; 
Lucy married A. B. Lanier; Eniaim^Ttv^T^V'^^^OviifcX^^^^'^^ 
a Heed. Of all this large iam\\^ Ux%- ^o^^^'J^^^^'^^^- 
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vives, as one of the honored landmarks of early, or rath 

ante-Dallas days. 
HoRD, Wm. H., and wife Mary J. (nee Crockett) came fro 

North Carolina 1845; their children, Thomas A., Ferdinai 

P., Mattie J. (Mrs. J. A. Crawford). 
HuxT, Edward W., came in 1846; first married Jane i 

Thomas, second Olivia H. Winn. 
Hunt, John L., brother of E. W., came in 1846, went 

California in 1849 or '50, and lives there now. 
Henry, J. Paul, sr., married Miss Fletcher. 
Houx, Nicholas, and family came in 1848. 
Hambrick, N. M., and wife came in 1847. 
HoBBS, Wm. W., came in 1842, married Nancy Beeman. 
HuiTT, John, and family came in 1843. 

'^ Roland, brother of John, came in 1843. 
HiBBERT, J. B., came in 1845. 
Hetherington, John C, came in 1846; married Susan k 

Drake. 
Hart, Abe, came in 1847; married Elizabeth Eay. 
Hill, Mrs. S. J., came in 1845. 
Houx, James M., and family. 
Harter, Henry, married Elizabeth Beeman. 
Harwood, Alex. M., and family, Tennesseeans, but last froi 

Missouri, in 1844. The parents died at Harwood Spring! 

as did their son, N. B., and his wife, the parents of Wm 

A. Harwood, formerly district clerk, now of Dimmrt 

county. Their daughter, Melissa T., first married i 

Jacobs and in 1846 Josiah S. Phelps, and died about Jan 

uary 1st, 1848, Mr. Phelps being killed by Indians AprilJ 

1848. Their only child, tTnieii a 1^^ tcvot^JOdl^ ^^, S& "^ 

Di'ckej (wife of Henry 0.) M.\\\eT, ol T^xx^oJt ^wys^te^.^ 
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married daughter yet lives in Missouri. Susan 0. married 
"Wm. A. Stewart. 

Harwood, Alexander, (so long county clerk), who married 
Sarah Peak. He died July 31, 1885. Their son, Ripley 
B., married Lucy Keller, and has a son named Alexander. . 
Their daughter, Juliet, is the wife of James J. Collins. 
Henderson, John, married Malvina Kimbell. 
Hickman, Henry, married Elizabeth ^^ewton. 
Hanby, J., married Susan Smith. 
HuTTON, V. J., and wife came in 1845 or ^46. 
HusTED, Harrison, and family came in 1845. 

'^ James G., N. J., S. F. and others came^ngle. 
Hargroedee, Mrs. Mary, and family, before July, 1848. 
HOBBS, James, and family, before July, 1848. 

^' Wm. W., married Nancy Beeman. 
Hart, Jacob, and family, before July, 1848. 

*^ Abraham, married Elizabeth Ray. 
;.Hakka, Amariah and family, before July, 1848. 

.RDING, John M., and family, before July, 1848. 
[Hughes, William, and family, before July, 1848. 
XFORD, Jeremiah, and family, before 1848. 
^' J. W., came single, 
:dbrson, Noah, and family. 
[UNNICUT, Wm. C, and family, 1844. 
Jacob C, and family, before 1848. 
John, and family, before 1848. 
)LL0WAY, Joseph H., before 1848. 

Henry H., came single, married Anderson. 

J, John, and family, before 1848. 
" William, came before 1848. 
•" Daniel^ nnd family, before 1848. 

^ Adam C, from IJJinois in 1845", n\aYX\^^ ^^^'^^ "^^^^^ 
eft; Beemauj second Ruth Beeman, 
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Haught, Peter, came in 1845; a soldier in Mexico; married 
S. J. Pruitt. 

Haught, Samuel A., came in 1845; a soldier in Mexico, and 
raised a large family. 

Jenkins, William, wife and children came from Missouri in 
1845 — died in 1872; their children, Mary A. married first 
James Collins, second A. M. Cochran; Lizzie married 
Eugene Lively; Hannah E. married Gabriel A. (Dood) 
Knight; America S. married Coany; Miron E. married 
Celeste Brown; Sarah married Chas. Fladger; Kufus Henry 
and Willis L. 

Jackson, John, wife and children came from Missouri in 
1846; their children were Andrew Sloan Jackson, a soldier 
in Mexico, married Elizabeth Dye; William was a soldier 
in Mexico, came home sick and died September 12, 1848; 
James E. married Diana Davis; Good married Miss Thomas; 
George married Molly Nash; Ruth Ann married Wm. 
Chenault. 

KuHN, Anton, came in 1845 or ^4fi — the first blacksmith in 
the town of Dallas, though Allen, slave of John Huitt, 
and yet living, was the first, it is said, in the whole county. 
Mr. Kuhn afterwards migrated to Oregon. 

Keifer, Benj., came single. 

Keller, Samuel, and family came before July, 1848. 

KiMMELL, Mrs. Catharine, and family came before July» 
1848. 

KiMMELL, Philip, and family came before July, 1848. 

Kirk, John W., came single, before July, 1848. 

Kennedy, Mrs. Mary, and family came before July, 184:^' 

Keen AN, Thomas, and family came in 1842; of his childr^^ 
there were Marion; Betsey married Hiram Vail; Mar^ la^^' 
ried James Newby; Hannah married Thos. Chenowetli. 

Kesn^ Jtev^ Ahner, and family camo\>eiot^ ^^3\^> \'^v^. 
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$^EEN, Wm. H., and family came before July, 1848. 
W. W., and family came before July, 1848. 
John S., married Olive S. Merrill. 
John W., married Nancy Turner. 

THE Kl^IGHTS. 

History teems with the brilliant and chivalrous actions 
)f various orders of ancient Knights, and the people of to- 
iay are confronted with the Knights of Pythias, the Knights 
)f Honor, the Knights Templar and the Knights of Labor, 
an organization whose benevolent intent is sometimes marred 
3y petty political place hunters, on office bent); but, with a 
neasure of trepidation, I venture to present to the readers of 
;his little work a disentangled, intelligible arrangement and 
jemi-official portrayal of the Dallas 

"KNIGHTS OF ^46.'^ 

SLIGHT, Obediah W., first married in Tennessee Mary Ann 
Knight, but not a relative. She died, and he married in 
the same State Serena C. Hughes, yet living in North Dal- 
las. They came in 1846. By the first marriage there were 
first, Wm. A., who first married Mary Still well, and second 
Mary Jane Armstrong (now Mrs. \^. M. Moon); second, 
John W., married Sally Stewart (who lives in Decatur), 
and died in 1870; third, Mary, married N"at. M. Burford 
in 1854; fourth, Elizabeth B., married Jefferson Mallard, 
of Jacksonville, in 1857; fifth, Gabriel A. (commonly called 
Dood), married Hannah T. Jenkins. By the second mar- 
riage came, sixth, Henry, who died a youth; seventh, Laura, 
who married A. M. Cochran and is dead; eighth, Monroe 
D., killed by a horse in youth; ninth, Sophronia, died 
joung; tenth, Mattie A., married Wm. H. Lemmon and is 
o^ead; eleventh, Kate, married John Field; twelfth, William 

jir . (second Wm.) married Bessie Turner, and lives in Hill 

# 
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county; iliirtceiitli, Eppes G., married Fanny L. Patton ii 
1887; fourteenth, l^obert E. Lee, now a law student; fil 
teentli, Archelaus J., still a youth; and sixteenth, Jorie 
died a little girl. 

Knight, Gabriel A., sr., brother of Ob. W., came hil84C 
and died a bachelor. 

[There is a worthy family from Missouri, of the sam 

name, but not relatives, scattered in Dallas, Brownwood 

Colorado City and Weatherford, but they came since tl 

Confederate war.] 

Kenisox, Daniel W., came single, married Mary Horn. 

Launek, Wm., married Mary Jennings in Illinois — came : 

1842 — raised a large fj?mily; both dead and children SCJ 
tered. 

Leonaui), George L., and family came from Tennessee 

1843. [A portion of this family spell the name Lenari 

His children were George S. C, married Thomas I 

Crutchfield, and both dead; Wm. M., John R., Jacki 

L., married Mittie Hearne, and both dead; Samuel 

married Mattie Miller and is dead; Washington ; Eli 

beth, married John W. Wright; Mattie; and Joseph 

married Annie Jeffries. 

Long, Henry C, came single, married 

Lavender, Mrs. M. II., and family, from Illinois 1845. 

*^ J. J., and wife Lucy A.^ came in 1846. 

Laugiilin, J. Y., and wife Abby 0. came in 1849. 

" J. P., and wife came in 1849. 

Ledbetter, Oliver V., and wife Margaret came in 1848. 

'' W. H.,came in 1846. 

^' Rev. Arthur, married Elizabeth Pearson. 

Lanier, John, and family came before 1846. 

'' Archibald, son of John, married Lucy Hor 
Lucj married Enoch Horton. ' 
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Leb, J. B., and family came before 1848; his children were 

John, Thomas, Lee and three daughters. 
Lawrence, John P., married Fanny Coats. 
Lynch, John, married Mahala Warner. 
Latimer, James W., founder of the Dallas Herald in 1849, 
came from Red River county in that year and died in 1859. 
He was a good writer — left a widow and several children, 
all or nearly all of whom are now dead. His parents came 
from Tennessee to Red River in 1834. His death was 
deplored as a loss to Dallas. 
Loving, James, and family came before July, 1848. 

" Samuel P., came single. 
Leake, Anthony M., and family, before July, 1848. 
Lacey, Philemon, came single before July, 1848. 
[jINNEY, Parry, and family, before July, 1848. 
jOngley, Thomas, and family, before July, 1848. 
fARSH, Harrison C, wife Polly and family came in 1843. 
Their children — Thos. C. married Hannah Husted; Ellen 
married Henry Daggett; John D. married Rebecca Perry; 

Mary married McAlister; Lizzie married Ephraim 

M. Daggett, jr.; Martha Ann married Mark Eliston; Polly 
(pet name Pete) married Wm. Neill. 

The extraordinary fact is stated that, during their forty- 
>ur years* residence in Dallas county, there has never been a 
3ath in this esteemed family. 

the m^commas family. 

LDER Amon McCommas, with his wife, nee Mary Brumfield, 
and children, came from Missouri in 1844. He hailed from 
Virginia, stopping for repairs, successively, in Kentucky, 
Ohio, Illinois and Missouri. Of his children, James B. 
married Miss Shields before comiiig*, JoTmi ^ "s^^V^^^ 'xo^s^^^i. 
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Mexican war) married in Dallas county Missouri Tucker 
Elisha married Rhoda Ann Tucker; William M. marrie( 
Julia Tucker; Amon, jr., married Nancy Seals; Stephei 
B. died a soldier in the City of Mexico, December 24, 1847 
Rosa married Jesse Cox; Armilda married Benj. F. Flea 
man; Mary E. married John W. Herndon. 

McCoMM AS, Stephen B., sr., brother of Amon, came witi 
his family. His son, Burke, died a soldier in the City a 
Mexico, about Christmas, 1847. Of his other children 
Serena married Rufus Bennett, and of John I have ni 
data. / 

McCoMMAS, John C, brother of Amon and Stephen, cam 
with them married — was a soldier in Mexico, and now live 
in Young county. 

McCoMMAS, Mrs. Lavinia, a sister-in-law of the three brothers 
with her family, came with them. 

Moore, Benj. S., came single — married Martha Weathei 
ford. 

Myers, William, and family came in 1843; his son Meredit! 
married Miss Eddy. 

McCoy, John C, came single in 1845; married Cora W 
McDermett, who died in 1853; he died April 30, 1887. 

Mounts, Jesse V., and family came in 1844; he commando 
in the Grand Prairie skirmish in 1846. 

Mounts, Thomas A., married Eliza J. Harmison. 

" George, died a soldier in the City of Mexico, Decen 
ber, 1847. 

Mounts, J. H. 

MiNTER, Rev. Green, came before 1846. 
McCants, Joshua, and family came before July, 1845— i 
Grand Prairie fight. 
McDermett, J. B., came from Arkansas in 1847, his gisti 
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Lucy being of his family. Of his children, Mary M. mar- 
ried Joseph Parker; William A. married Addie Dye; Hen- 
rietta married John Tenison; Cora M. married John C. 
McCoy; Dr. David Porter married Talitha Smith and lives 
in Pilot Grove; Sam died in N^ew Mexico; Josephine A. 
married Ulysses Matthews; Edward J. was killed in the 
iiaval battle of Mobile. 

fcKAMY, Wm. Ci, wife Rachel and family; their children, 
^William C, John L., Charles and perhaps others. 

►N", Jesse and wife Mary J. came from Missouri in 1845; 
rf their children, E. G. died at fifteen; Jesse in 1872; Julia 
tarried Ellis C. Thomas; Martha married Matt. J. Moore; 
fancy E. married Joseph C. McConnell; W. Marion mar- 
led Mrs. Mary J. Knight, nee Armstrong; Sarah J. 
iLER, Madison M., long a merchant atf^leasant Run, near 
mcaster, came in 1846; he married first Mary Rawlins, 
;ond Emma A. Dewey, (now Mrs. Wm.B. Miller). 
.ER, William B., wife and children came from Kentucky 
1847. By his first wife he had children, Charilaus 
tCrill), who married Miss Walker; Alonzo; Mattie married 
1. Frank Leonard; Molly married George W. Guess; Jen- 
ie married Chas. D. Kanady; Susan married Frank Rob- 
»rson (who died in 1867), and is now the wife of Dr. Jacob 
Ewing, of Dallas. By his present wife, Emma A. (for- 
lerly widow of Madison M. Miller, of Lancaster, and nee 
tma A. Dewey,), he has Minnie, wife of Philip B. Miller, 
•les and Richard. 
5R, James T., came single, a blacksmith; went to Cali- 

lia. 
iBR, Stephen H., came single before JxxV^, \'^V^* 
\BWS, UJfsses, married Joseplime K. M^ciD^Txev^^X.* 
^£MAN^ John H,, married Susan Hick-xxi^Tx. 
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Markham, Ge#rge, a soldier in Mexico, married Hannah 

Cox. 
MoNEYHAM, James J., and family came in 1843; moved to 

Tarrant connty, and finally left the State. 
MoNEYHAM, Joseph William, and family came in 1843; his 

son married and died at Letot; a daughter married — 

Taylor. 

Morris, Wm., amd family came in 1844 — his children, Jamed 

M., Samuel, L. D. and Preston W. died single — Melissa 

married Snyder Kennedy. 
MooN^EY, James, came in 1845 — in Grand Prairie fight. 
Mitchell, John, came in 1845 — in Grand Prairie fight. 1 
Mathis, James, came in 1845 — in Grand Prairie fight. 
McCarn^y, Perry, and family came in 1846. 
Masters, Wm., and family came in 1846. 
Morris, Kichard, young Englishman, came in 1848 — died. ]> 
McCrackin, Anson, and family came in 1845. 
May, William C, and family, -^ 

Merrill, Adolph G. M., came single. ~ t 

Merrill, David, and family came in 1844; among hij^_ 

children were Benjamin, Robert, Samuel and Eli. 

ELDER DAVID MYERS' FAMILY. 

Myers, Elder David, a Baptist preacher and patriarch of 
large family, came from Illinois in 1845 — left a fine record4E 
a Christian pioneer. Born in Kentucky, he came from Jei 
county. 111. Elder Myers organized the first and still the we 
known ^^ Union '^ Baptist church in Dallas county, 
10th, 1846, the original members being J. B. Lee and 
P. A., Franklin Bowles, Letitia Myers and John M. Myei 
of whom the latter is the only survivor. Thomas K< 

and wife and Mrs. Kesiah. "M-jei^ ^et^ VJcl^ \Jto^ %t^t. «d< 
tjons to the church. 
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HIS CHILDREN^, 

JTancy married J. W. Chowning in ^34, came in 1845; John 
M., (the second Elder,) married in 1842 Kessiah Wiley, 
came in 1845; Emiline married J. H. Whitlock, came in 
in 1845 — died early; Elizabeth married Wm. Barnes, and 
died soon; Sarah married A. J. Clark, an old Texian [Henry 
O. Clark, of Dallas, is their son] ; B. C. married Penina 
Fyke; Jemima married Archer Fyke; Mary married D. H. 
Wise; Geo. W. married Lucy Peak in Illinois; Harriet 
married A. G. Brant; Elder David has a hundred descend- 
ants, mostly in Texas. 

CHILDREN OF ELDER JOHN M. MYERS. 

Elizabeth married J. S. Bailey; Mary married William Mosely; 

Martha married J. J. Stubbs; J. S. married M. V. Cooper; 

Douglas married Eugenia Hoffman; G. F. married Ella 

Kennedy; Letty married James McWhorter; Nancy married 

W. T. McKamy; Lewis remains open to negotiations. 
Merrill, Elder Eli, and wife Mary came in 1844; of their 

children, Julia married John W. Wright; Cornelius married 

Margaret Dickinson; John M. married Sue Whitman; 

Thomas was murdered at Van Horn's Wells, near the Kio 

Grande; and Geo. C. Merrill. 
Merrill, Charles D., and family. 

cGoMBS, Joshua, came single. 

cDowELL, John, came single before July, 1848. 

UNDEN", Joseph, and family, before July, 1848. 

BTCALF, John J., and family came before July, 1848 — a 

stilrveyor, and died in Palo Pinto county. 
MoOBE, James, came before July, 1848. 

^^ Jesse and John T., came single before July, 1848. 
ICabks^ Watts^ and family, before July, 1^^^, 
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Morse, Frederick, and family, before July, 1818. 
Mannin'G, Mrs. Delilah, and family, before July, 1848, 
Thomas G., came single before July, 1848. 
Andrew J., and family, before July, 1848. 
Mills, Edward, and family, before July, 1848. 
James, came single before July, 1848. 
John, came single before July, 1848. 
McDan^iel, Aaron, came single before July, 1848. 
Newby, James, came single, married Mary Keenan. 
Neely, Charles, came single before July, 1848. 
Nye, John, came in 1846; his children, Margaret married 
Malone; D. H. to Mary Myers; Francis M. to Caro- 
line Drake; Louisa to Lewis Cook; Sarah to W. J. Ander- 
son; Daniel to Mary Fyke. 

Newton^, Harvey H., and family, before July, 1848. 
Charles G., and family, before July, 1848. 
Samuel G., came at the same tinie — died in San 
Antonio. 

Narboe, three Norwegian brothers, came in 1845 — John P. 
and wife died; Peter married Jane Robinson. Peter, Paul 
and John, single, went to California about 1850 or ^51. 

Noble, John, came in 1845; in Grand Prairie fight. 

Nann^y, Andrew T., came single in 1847, married Susan 
Ray; his children, Benj., Amos, Levy, Rebecca, and per- 
haps others. 

NoRTON^, Daniel E., came single, married Margaret E. 
Strong. 

Nation^s, John W., came single, married Darcus Baugh. 
Nix, John, and family came before July, 1848. 
Overton, Aajcon, and family came m\^^^. 
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Caswell, and family came in 1844. 

John M., and family came in 1844. 

Wm. P., and John C. came single in 1844. 
GuiNi^", Wm., and family came before July, 1848. 

*' Stephen C. and Leonidas, came single. 

ITRICK, Callaway H. and wife, came to the county in 
1846. He had been in it in 1841 with an Indian scout. 
He married Rhoda I., daughter of Abraham T. Smith, 
killed by Indians in Young county, 1841. 
lELPS, Josiah Smith, came in 1845, and was a surveyor; in 
March, 1846, at Harwood Springs (Kleburg), this still being 
Nacogdoches county, he married Mrs. Melissa T. Jacobs, 
daughter of Alex. M. Harwood, sr.; she died about Jan- 
uary, 1848, leaving an only infant child, " Dickey, '^ now 
Mrs. Henry 0. Miller, Azle P. 0., Tarrant county. Mr. 
Phelps was killed by Indians April 9, 1848. [See the nar- 
rative elsewhere.] 

A.NCOAST, Josiah, a soldier in the Grand Prairie fight and in 
Mexico, married Mary Ann Young; moved to San Antonio, 
reared seven daughters, and died there. He was a brother 
of the celebrated medical author. Dr. Pancoast, of Phila- 
delphia. 

EABSOi^, Wm. H., and family came in 1844. 

" Dudley F., a soldier in Mexico. 
OPPLEWELL, Simcoe, single. 
CTLLIAM, Wm. H,, and family came in 1845. 

" Marshall S., single, came in 1845. 

" John L., single, came in 1845 — soldier in Mexico. 
RUITT, William, and family. 

'^ Martin, single. 
ARKS, Elias C, came in 1845. 
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Aleck) married Virginia Bledsoe; Elder William mar 
in Illinois. 
Rawlins, Pleasant K., as above; his gtepson, Thomas S] 
ance, married Bettie Bledsoe; his son^ A. H. Rawlins, i 
ried first Maggie Swindells, second Georgie Rogers; R. 
(Dod) married Henrietta Jacobs; John S. . married 'k 
Peacock; Lucy A. married Robert Brotherton, who diei 
1866 or '67, and she is now the wife of Irvine Laven 
Mary E. married James Henry Ellis; Benj. S. died in II 

Rawlins, Elder William, son of Elder Roderick, and fai 
came in 1846. His children are Hubbard M., Geo 
Allen, Frank, Malinda, Lucinda and Mrs. Richard 
Bandy. 

Rogers, Elijah, married Lourina Crowley. 
RoBiKSON, John B., came before July, 1848. 
Robertson, Mrs. Elizabeth, and family, before July, 11 

Hugh, and family, before July, 1848. 
Joseph M., came single before July, 1848. 
Rhodes, Elisha L., and family, before July, 1848. 
" Frederick, and family, before July, 1848. 
Ray, Robert, and family came from Illinois in 1845. Of 
children, all coming with him, Susan married Andrew 
Nanny and Mary married Benj. F. Andrews, both in lUii 
William married Lucinda Hart; Elizabeth married 
Hai*t; Rebecca married John H. Daniel, a soldier in 
Mexican war; Nancy married Timothy Caldwell; , 
married Joseph Lockett; of twin boys, Robert mai 
Emiline McCommas and Samuel married Miss W! 
Martha married James Kinchelow, who died a prisone 
Camp Douglas, Chicago — ten and all married. 
Bay^ George M., came in 1B4:^ ttoTa. "^^emi^^^^, ^\^ ^ 
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Subrina, is now the widow of James Sheppard, residing in 
Dallas with her stepdaughter, Mrs. E. A. (Dr. A. A.) 
Johnston. 

Eg WE, Wm., and family, before July, 1848. 

Wm. B., and family, before July, 1848. 

John M. and Wm. H., single, before July, 1848. 

EiLEY, James E., and family, before July, 1848. 
'^ Thomas, came single before July, 1848. 

Eamsey, Isaac, and family, before July, 1848. 

EoMiisTE, Wm., came single before July, 1848. 

Eeedy, E. L., came single before July, 1848. 

EEiq"FRO, Creath, and family — removed to the frontier, where 
he and his son were killed by Indians in 1859 or ^60. 

Eay, James, came single before July, 1848. 

Ream, Mrs. Sarah, and family, before July, 1848. 
'^ Sylvester, came single before July, 1848. 

Egberts, Joel, and family, before July, 1848. 

Ramsey, Samuel, and family, before July, 1848. 

Rattai!^, Thomas, and family came from Illinois 1841 — settled 

in Collin; of his children, Hamp, then of Bird^ff Port, was 

killed by Indians, one and one-half miles southwest of 

Carrollton, Dallas county, Christmas day, 1841 [see the 

narrative elsewhere] ; Littleton; John died in Collin; Mary 

married Wm. Fit^ugh; Harriet married Andrew J. Witt, 

and died in Dallas; Ann married James W. Throckmorton; 

Hugh married a daughter of David Turner; Jennie married 

Mr. Moore and died in Collin; Tollie married Robert Dowell 

and lives in Collin; Edward married Miss Stiff and lives in 

Collin; Louisa married Hogan Witt (cousin of Preston), of 

Collin; Temperance married John Kincaid\ T\\Q>\!eia^ Xx^^^s* 

near Van Alstyne. 
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KoBiNSOK, Win., married Ann Muttorson. 
*^ J. M., married Louisa Newton. 

*Sheppard, Mrs. Subrina, daughter of Hugh Brown, 
Georgia, came to Dallas the wife of George M. Ray, 
184G; her second husband was Elder Thacker V." Griff 
and she is now the widow of James Sheppard, residing wi 
her stepdaughter, Mrs. E. A. (Dr. A. A.) Johnston. 
Smith, Patrick P., a soldier at Monterey in 1846 — son 
Abraham T. Smith, who was killed by Indians, on t 
Brazos, in 1841 — now dead. 

Shahais^, David, and family came in 1844 or '45. 

*' Wm. P., came single in 1844 or '45. 
Smith, Chilton, and family came in 1844 or '45. 
Sprowls, William, and family, from Illinois in 1844 or '^ 
Samson, Dr. Jonathan L., came in 1845; visited Calif on 

and died. His widow married the late Mr. Bourgeois. 
Sharrock, James, and family, before 1848. 

Everard, and family, before 1848. 

Everard, jr., came single before 1848. 

George W., came single before 1848. 

Simmoks, James A., and family, died early. 

Stewart, Samuel A., and family, before 1848. 

Sloan, Robert (a gallant and early Indian fighter) a 
family came from Bed Eiver county in 1844. He co 
manded a scouting party through Dallas county in 18 
died in Stephensville in 1886. 

Sloan, Samuel (brother of Robert), came from Red Ri 
county in 1844; was a soldier in the Texian army of 18 
He now lives in Stephens county. 

Stewart^ Wm. A., married Su»^TiO.^«v:^wid. 
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Slayback, Anderson, married Lucinda Chapman. 
Stone, Thomas, married Elizabeth Boss. 
ScROGGiJTS, Wm., married Lucretia Strong. 

Smith, Eev. James A., and family came from Mississippi in 
1846. [He, his twin brother, Wesley, now of Eastland 
county, and his brother William A., superintendent of the 
State Blind Asylum during the war, were all Methodist 
preachers, and each one, in the locality of his residence, 
from his ruddy complexion and bristly hair, was known by 
the soubriquet of " Cedar Top '' — by the way, three excel- 
lent and sincere men.] James A. Smith's children were 
John Wesley, married Miss Wilbum; Joshua Lafayette, 
married Miss Daniels — a captain in Stone's Sixth Texas 
cavalry, murdered in Dallas in 1867 by Wilson, an attache 
of the Preedmen's bureau, who fled the country; Eobert, 
married Sophronia Winn; Fanny Killen married John M. 
Laws, and is dead. 

Swing, Matt L., came in 1848 — now in New Jersey. 

Snow, Wm. J., came single before 1848; married Eleanor 
Otwell. 

Snow, J. M., came from Arkansas in 1848. 
Staddbk, Seth, and family from Illinois in 1846. 
Stoby, John L., before 1848. 
ScBUTCH, Nathan, single, before 1848. 
Stoby, Thomas C, single, before 1848. 
Starkby, Jesse S., before 1848. 
Simpson, Lionel, before 1848. 
Smith, Absolem, and family, before 1848. 
Snyder, John D., single, before 1848. 
ScuRLOCK, John, and family, before 1848. 



94 HISTORY OF DALLAS COUNTY, 



Sewell, James M. and Thos J., single, before 1848. 

Sweet, Levi J., and family, before 1848. 

Sage, Daniel, before 1848. 

Taylor, Pleasant, in Illinois married Nancy, daughter oi 
Elder Eoderick Eawlins; came in 1844; their children wen 

Alfred, Alonzo, Addie Paris, all dead; , killed by i 

pet bear; living — Pleasant King, who married Annie Col 
lins, and Sophronia, wife of E. P. Aunspaugh; Alfrtt 
married Lizzie Green, now the wife of Frank M. Ervay. 

TuGGLE, Henry, married Minerva A. Biffle. 

Trees, Crawford, came in 1845. In 1846, married Annie M 
Kimmel, being the first couple married in the new count; 
in July or August, 1846, the record being destroyed. Be 
name is erroneously printed Henderson on a former page 

Thomas, John (the first chief justice of Dallas county), wif 
Hannah and children came from Missouri in 1844. Thai 
children — John, died a soldier in Mexico; Alex. A., also 
soldier in Mexico, married Mary E. Armstrong; Ellis C 
married Julia Moon; Elizabeth B. married Charles B 
Durgin; Eliza married Eeese Jones; Sarah A. married I 
A. Sayre. 

Turner, Wm. A., came single before July, 1848, marrie 
Alinda Turner. 

ToLiVER, J. M., from Illinois in 1846, 

TiLLEY, Jefferson, came in 1844 — married Eliza Cole. 

Thompson, Marlin M., came in 1844; married Lucy Hortoi 

Turner, Levi, and family, before 1848. 
" Wm., and family, before 1848. 
'' Wm. (?), single, before 1848. 

Taylor, Calvin, single, before 1848. 

Trimble, Wm. C, single, before 1848. 
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Tucker John S., and family, before 1848. 

fAKCE, Thomas, and family, before 1848. 
John C, and family, before 1848. 
Charles K., and family, before 1848. 

Valentine, Henry K., and family, before 1848. 
^EBJTOY, Thomas, came single in 1845, married Julia A. Bast 
and died early. 

Vbrnoy, Julia, married first Bast and second Wm. 

James. 
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-AIL, Hiram, came single, married Betsey Keenan. 
Weatherford, Jefferson, and family, from Kentucky, but 

from Illinois in 1845. 
^UTeatherford, Money, and family, from Illinois in 1845. 

Hairbird, single, from Illinois in 1845. 
Wampler, Thos. J., and family, before 1848. 
Valentine, and family, before 1848. 
Martin J. S., Austin C. and Wm. E. came 
single. 

Walker, Wm. J., and family, from Tennessee 1846. 

" A. G., from Kentucky 1845. 
Wilson, Eichard, and family, before 1848. 
Aaron B., and family, before 1848. 
George, and family, from Missouri in 1840; from 
Lamar county in 1848. Among his children *are Thomas, 
Charles, James K. P. and Nancy E., wife of James N. 
Whittenburg. He yet lives, over eighty, near Cedar Hill 
— was lieutenant colonel in Young's regiment at the close 
of the Mexican war. 
Williams, Thomas C, and family, from Tennessee in 1^4^. 
Among his children are T. J., J. E., ^. K.,^. ^. ^sA ^^. 
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H. I am not responsible beyond the initials. 
Wkight, John W., and family, before 1848. 

John W. (2) and family, before 1848. 

John, and family, before 1848. 

Wajtd, Henry, and family, before 1848. 

WiLBURN, Robert, and family, came in 1845; in Grand Prai- 
rie fight. 

WiLBURK, Edward, and family came in 1845. 
*' Hiram, and family came in 1845. 

Winn, Francis A., and family came in 1845; among his 
children were Berry; W. M. married Ann E. West; Emma 
married John E. West; Viola H. married Edward W. 
Hunt; Helena married T. J. Winn. 

West, James, and family, before 1848. 

Whitlock, John, and family, before 1849. 

West, Eobert J., and family came in 1845; of his children, 
Ann E. married W. M. Winn; Helena married first T. J. 
Winn, second Dr. C. C. Gillespie; Alice married Thomas 
H. Floyd; John E. married Emma Winn; Eobert H. lives 
in violation of Genesis, chapter 2d, verse 24, notwithstand- 
ing he was the first native to be county judge. 

Warner, John, came single before 1848. 

Webb, Alex. W., from Illinois to Bowie county in 1840 — to 
Bird's Fort in 1841 — escaped when the Indians killed Rat- 
tan; settled with his family in Dallas county in 1842. 

Webb, Isaac B., and family, from Tennessee in 1844; of his 

children, Wm. D. married Olivia Merrill; J. Whit, Sarah; 
J. KT. was born in Dallas county July 1, 1846. 
Winnefoed, Norvell E., married Matilda Goar. 
^^ William, came single. 

THE WITT BROTHERS FROM ILLINOIS. 

Witt, Pmeston, came in 1842 — died in 1877 — his widow lives 
j'n Kansas. 
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Witt, Wade H., and family came in 1845. 

** Andrew J., came in 1845; married Harriet Rattan — 

both dead. 
Witt, Pleasant, twin of Preston, came in 1842, and is dead. 

" Eli, and family. 

*' John, came single. 
Wise, Carlos, came single before 1848 — married Tabitha 

Bawlins. 
Young, John, and family, came before 1848. 
Zachary, Mrs. Sarah, and two children came from Kentucky 

in 1845; her daughter married Henry 0. Long and died 

early. 



Navigation of the Trinity River. 



CThE present population of Dallas, in large part born or 
settled here in the last twenty years, are just now, from 
one stand or another, using an immense amount of raw mate- 
rial, in the way of lung power, in denunciation of the Trinity 
river as a source of water supply ! From their manner of 
speech, an unsophisticated stranger from the pine barrens of 
Maine or the mosquito swamps of New Jersey would never 
conceive the true character of our great water course, from 
its discovery and christening as La Trinidad, by the pious 
Spanish missionaries two hundred years ago, down at least to 
the year Anno Domini 1868 ! To show these people the unwise 
policy of forming and publicly expressing opinions on grave 
subjects without investigation, I present to them a document, 
overwhelming in its statement of facts, duly attested by 157 
honorable citizens of the town and county of Dallas, in said 
last-named year, among whose names of those still living will 
be found those of an ex-district judge, our igreaent GQiint^ 
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judge, an ex-district clerk, one of our present county coi 
missioners, one of our present justices, three or four ministei 
of the gospel and many others who (at least in any but recon«l 
struction times!) would sign no instrument without knowin| 
whereof they spoke!! Let cavilers read and be convinced!!] 
It is a memorial to the reconstruction conyention, presented] 
June 4, 1868. It is a model in perspicuity and perspicacity. 
It is an eloquent vindication of the majestic Trinity! Here 
it is: 

MEMORIAL. 

To the Honorable President and Members of the Constitutional Con- 
vention, "now in session at the City of Austin: 

Your memorialists, citizens of the county of Dallas, 
respectfully represent to your honorable body that the recent 

arrival of the steamboat job-boat No. 1, Oapt. J. H. McGar- 
vey, master, at the town of Dallas, establishes the fact that 
the Trinity river may be successfully navigated from the city 
of Galveston to the town of Dallas for six months annually, 
by the expenditure of a small sum of money in removing 
snags, leaning timber and other obstructions between the town 
of Dallas and the mouth of East fork. An experienced 
steamboatman of twenty years^ practice has proposed to citi- 
zens of Dallas county to remove all the obstructions in the 
river between the above designated points, so that boats of 
sufficient capacity to carry five hundred bales of cotton can be 
run on the river to Dallas for four months of the year, for the 
sum of five thousand dollars in specie. A project promising 
advantages so great to every department of industry and enter- 
prise should demand the especial attention, not only of the 
people of Dallas county, but of the whole State. The bene- 
fits flowing to the people of Dallas county from the suc- 
eeas of such an enterprise are not to be m^esiauT^^ ot ^%t\\svated 
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but the delay of such a course would compel the loss of the 
advantages at least one season, and perhaps more, the import- 
ance of which needs only to be mentioned to command its 
reason. Feeling that you will not hesitate to act in a public 
matter of so much magnitude, and especially when those to 
be burthened are asking the action, we therefore ask your 
honorable body to pass an ordinance authorizing the Police 
Court of Dallas county to levy and collect a tax of five thou- 
sand dollars in specie upon all property in Dallas county 
subject to ad valorem taxation, said tax to be assessed upon 
the schedule or lists rendered to the assessor for the year 
1868, said money to be expended under the direction of the 
Police Court in removing the obstructions in the Trinity 
river, between the town of Dallas and the East fork. Pro- 
vided, that one-third of the amount shall be collected from 
property situated within the corporate limits of the town of 
Dallas; and provided further, that the tax levied shall not be 
more than twenty cents on the hundred dollars, except on 
property within the corporate limits of the town of Dallas, 
which may be taxed as high as sixty cents for each hundred 
dollars. 

Dallas, Texas, June 4, 1868. 

Ben Long, M. Thevenet, J. A. Freeman, John Davis, 
Henry Notzli, Jacob Vogel, Henry Brannon, Wesley Brannon, 
John Poindexter, J. Pinckney Thomas, Henry Boll, John 
Boll, John F. Barbier, Wm. A. Hartze, Joshua Addington, 
John L. Pyles, H. C. Caldwell, D. J, Capps, Thos. J. Brown, 
W. W. Peak, T. A. Wilson, J. J. Applin, Ed.C.Browder, J. 
B. Louckx, J. H. AVilson, J. W. Galbreath, M. 
G. Pitts, T. J. Pitts, Howard Mercer, E. D. Jones, F. F. 
Green, Thos. S. Moore, B. W. Daniel, B. B. Howell, Daniel 
Corn well, Thos. H. Nance, John King, Sam. King, J. Peak, 
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by the small sum proposed to be expended; in fact^ they are 
beyond enumeration; to the State, of opening up to success- 
ful navigation a stream penetrating her interior a distance of 
seven hundred miles from her seaboard^ securing the rapid 
settlement of millions of acres of rich and fertile lands by 
thrifty and enterprising emigrants, whicfi are now lying idle 
and yielding but little revenue to" the State, and none to the 
owner. The saving in the single item of pine lumber in one 
year will fourfold repay the amount expended, besides the 
advantage of the great reduction in prices in the items of salt, 
sugar, iron and other articles of necessary consumption. The 
immense pineries of the counties of Anderson, Houston and 
Walker, almost valueless in their present condition, because of 
the slow and expensive means of transportation to the prairies, 
where every description of pine lumber is in constant demand. 
Navigation to Dallas, three months annually, would reduce 
the price of pine lumber one-half, thereby bringing it within 
the reach of every farmer to supply himself for the improve- 
ment of his farm and home. 

To raise the money by private contribution would nat- 
urally become onerous upon those who are determined upon 

the success of the enterprise, while those, for reasons whether 
selfish or otherwise, refusing to contribute, would reap an 
equal benefit. Therefore, your memorialists are impressed 
that a more proper and just course would be to levy a suffi- 
cient tax upon the property "^in Dallas county to raise the 
sum of five thousand dollars in specie, and as the citizens in 
the town of Dallas have signified their willingness, let the tax 
be so levied that one-third of the whole amount shall be paid 

by those owning property within the corporate limits of said 
town. 

Your memorialists are aware that more properly this peti- 
tion should be presented to the Legislature when it assembles^ 



^X*-' 
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Jas. Galbreath, A. J. Gouffe, L. Von Grouderbeek, Otto 
Frick, F. L. Behng, L. P. Hauser, Jacob Vogel, Julien Rever- 
chon, Wm. Jackson, Jacob Tiler, Jas. C. Miller, S. H, 
Beeman, F. L. Churignon, J. D. Keaton, N. T. Johnson, 
W. A. Harwood, J. M. Braun, E. W. Field, A. L. Car- 
nett, Martin Eiggs, Wm. Irwin, Wm. B. Cole, 8. Mayer, 
Wm. A. Riggs, W. H. Saunders, F, Davis, Wm. D. 
Waters, E. T. Myers, R. L. Sears, Frank M. Cox, Newton 
Hutchen, W. Von Gronderbeek, Alexius Barbier, F. Priot, 
G. Poitevin, J. Nusbaumer, M. Livy, J. McCommas, 
Chas. G. Vingard, Allen Collins, N. B. Owen, R. B. Gan- 
naway, Jas. Winters, E. G. Bower, J. K. P. Record, KT. 
M. Burford, T. G. T. Kendall, W. H. Ragsdale, J. M. 
Richards, Jonathan Petty, J. W. Bumpass, A. Pemberton. 
W. L. Hall, J. W. Everett, Jas. 0. Thomas, J. D. Ker- 
foot, W. Mays, John Chenault, John Coit, J. W. Cobb, T. B, 
Scott, H. L. Hicks, S. S. Jones, Sam. Dunaway, Isaac Jones, 
Enoch Strait, J. M. Martin, Isaac B. Webb*, W. D. Chapman, 
Isaac Bates, Joseph Bigler, Raleigh C. Martin, Rr 

D. Coughanour, Jas. H. Field, J. C. Drake, Jr., 
W. F. Flewellen, D. J. Ellis, J. K. White, Cha^. R. Pryor, 

E. E. Russell, John P. Isbell, S. B. Stone, J. J. Beeman, J. 
M. Pruitt, J. AV. Miller, H. C. Smidt, Amon McCommas, W. 
J. Pruitt, F. N. Humphreys, J. P. Beeman, L. B. Sands, 

F. F. Ball, Tom Johnson, Jas. McCommas, Andrew Pruitt, 
Q. J. H. Smith, T. J. Jackson, J. Jeffries, Lewis Pyles, G. 
L. Blewett, J. T. Corcoran, J. R. Fondren, J. B. Lowery, 
Geo. White, W. T. Gill, G. W. Hatter, Sam. Uhl, A. S. 
Clark, N, R. Fondren, George Marier, W. Cotton, John 
Caudle, R. S. Guy, Wm. Waters, John Harvey, Jerry Snow. 

It is not the purpose of this work to go into the personal 
biography or detail of the progress of Dallas county after it 
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ceased to be a frontier, and the people, being freed of the 
dangers attending that relation, became self-sustaining and 
comparatively independent ; but to put in form for preserva- 
tion those essential matters and facts that otherwise are largely 
destined to be submerged in obscurity and the fickle cloud of 
fiction and tradition. After the year 1849, in which an ably 
conducted newspaper was established to chronicle events, the 
history of Dallas is but a repetition of events common to all 
intelligent and law-abiding communities, similarly situated in 
a large portion of Texas. Truth justifies the observation, 
however, that the county was rated as exceptionally enter- 
prising and progressive, perhaps surpassed by none and not 
equalled by exceeding seven or eight in the State. To recount 
the more recent events preceding the war, the destructive 
fire of July, 1860, the evidence of concerted incendiarism, 
the intense excitement and uprising of the people and the 
execution of several colored men considered the instruments 
of foreign fanatical emissaries, would be to open a question, 
the discussion of which should be left to a later day — farther 
removed from the acrimonies of the war and of the actors in 
those scenes. 

When the sectional controversy assumed the character of 
war, there were probably not twenty bona fide citizens of 
Dallas county who were not truly and sincerely southern in 
feeling and in principle. Incontestible facts prove this. It 
will be the pleasure of some future writer to collate from the 
rolls in Washington the names of the men and officers who shod 
lustre on Dallas county during that four years^ mighty clash 
of arms; to portray how the sons of Dallas fought and 
starved and suffered and died under the flag of their native or 
chosen country ; how, under the lead of their own chosen 
chiefs and neighbors, the Colonels Stone, Darnell, Burford, 
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Hawpe^ with their Lieutenant-Colonels Coit, Crill Miller and 
others — their fearless battery under John J. Good and their 
captains and lieutenants of companies^ followed and upheld 
by perhaps nearly a thousand of the best blood of Dallas 
county ; gray-haired sires, young men in the primest vigor 
and youths of tender years ; how all these went forth and 
bared their breasts to leaden rain and iron hail ; many to 
yield up their lives in " storm, and shout, and clash of steel ; ^^ 
many to die in camp and hospital ; many to survive bereft of 
limb or otherwise mutilated ; all of the survivors to return 
home to the embrace of poverty and desolation and heart- 
broken wives, mothers or sisters, to perform a lustration rarely 
seen in the world's history, by faithfully, industriously and 
peacefully seeking to rebuild the waste places and once more 
live under their own ^^ vines and fig trees/' All these and the 
ordeal through which they were yet to pass, must be elimi- 
nated from these pages and left, in the hereafter, to some 
other pen, excepting such allusions to the process of recon- 
struction as seem essential to an intelligent understanding of 
events deeply affecting the rights and welfare of the people. 



Reconstruction. 



n jNDER President Johnson's appointment Andrew J. 
Hamilton became provisional governor July 25, 1865 ; 
under the same the first reconstruction convention met Feb- 
ruary 10, 1866, framed a constitution and adjourned April 2 ; 
on the 4th of June the -people ratified the constitution and 
elected State, district and county officers ; the Legislature 
met August 9, when James W. Throckmorton, elected by the 
people, succeeded Hamilton as governor. Congress, March 2, 
1867j repudiated the work oi Pi^^iAaii^ 5Q\>ix^^^\ -S^^r^^^J^^ 
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Southern States under militarj" rulers, with power to remove 

and appoint civil officers, etc. ; in short, established a mili- 
tary despotism, under officers recently engaged in the subju- 
gation of the people they were to rule. On the 30th of July, 
1867, the military dictator over Texas — Philip H. Sheridan 
by namiB — removed Throckmorton and appointed Elisha M. 
Pease governor, who afterwards resigned. Under this system, 
with universal suffrage to the late slaves and disfranchisement 
to probably thirty thousand whites, a second reconstruction 
convention met June 1, 1868, sat three months, then took a 
recess till December 7th ; '^backed, filled," sailed to ^^ wind- 
ward and leeward''; fussed, fumed, quarrelled, and at last 
stood without a quorum and never completed their work, but 
simply quit in a state of bewilderment. The military dictator 
collected the fragments, patched them together without date 
or signature, and submitted the conglomerate mass to the 
people, to be ratified as the constitution of Texas, in order 
that she might be restored to the Union as a State ! ! The 
election to ratify this instrument was to have taken place in 
July, 1869, but President Grant, by proclamation, postponed 
it and ordered that it be held November 30th and December 
1st, 2d and 3d, 1869. At that time the step-child of the 
military was legitimated and a full set of officers elected. 
Per military orders, the new legislature met, as a provisional 
body, February 8, 1870, ratified the 13th, 14th and 15th 
amendments to the United States constitution, performed 
some other prerequisites, and adjourned on the 24th to await 
the pleasure of Congress. On the 30th of March that body 
approved the unsigned and undated instrument as the con- 
stitution of Texas, and gave her permission to send members 
to that body in Washington. Thereupon the legislature reas- 
sembled on the 16th of April, the State officers were installed 
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and it was said Texas was reconstructed ; but until January, 
1874 (when Richard Coke became governor), the chief offi- 
cials, from the governor and the adjutant-general down to 
Sergeant Lufkin, perhaps the vilest of a mercenary State 
police, the State was treated much as an insurrectionary 

province. 

o 

Personal Memoirs. 



jrt OHN" NEELY BRYAN, in addition to what has already 
O been said, was not only the first settler of Dallas county, 
and the first man married on its territory, but also the first 
lawyer. He had been a licensed lawyer in Tennessee, and, 
soon after settling here, brought his library, respectable in 
extent, which was of great utility, and was used by many. 
He was also licensed in Texas, and did some practice, but was 
too much engrossed with other cares to follow the profession 
regularly. His legal training, however, was of great benefit 
to others in drafting titles and other legal papers, and as an 
advisor to newcomers. He visited Austin and secured the 
creation of the county — then organized it. He was a trusted 
medium, on one or two occasions, through whom President 
Houston communicated with the wild tribes. He was a hos- 
pitable, large-hearted pioneer — freely spent his substance foi* 
others and public uses, and at last, from impaired intellect 
and other causes, died destitute. The children of Dallas 
ought to erect a monument to his memory, for he was ever 
the children's friend and the friend of their mothers. 

James Martin Patterson, of the first regular mercan- 
tile firm in Dallas, was born near Lexington, Ky., July 31, 
1812, the son of Francis and Mary (nee Martin) Patterson, 
and was reared on a farm near Bowling Green, becoming a 
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millwright, and residing with his parents till, at the instance 
of John W. Smith, temporarily returned from Dallas, he left 
for that place in the latter part of November, 1845, in com- 
pany with Mr. Smith. At New Madrid they temporarily 
separated on some business, to meet in New Orleans about the 
1st of January, 1846. Mr. Smith failing to arrive, he started 
up Red river about the 10th. From Shreveport, with three 
single men, accompanying Mrs. William Clark and children, 
coming in a little wagon to join her husband at Dallas, he 
walked to his destination on foot, arriving late in January. 
One of his infantry companions was S. A. Venters, afterwards 
long in public life in Denton county. The names of the other 
two are forgotten. Mr. Smith, wife and child arrived about 
ten days later. The firm of Smith & Patterson, under great 
obstacles, built up a large trade, and was distinguished for 
enterprise. They sunk large amounts in the vain effort to 
clear out and navigate the Trinity. Their career sounds 
almost like a romance, and is too long to be repeated here. 
They enjoyed the confidence and patronage of the country. 
In 1851 James N. Smith, brother of John W., arrived and 
joined the firm — thenceforward J. W. Smith & Co. 

" In 1854 the firm dissolved in the bonds of fellowship, and 
Mr. Patterson went to farming. In August of that year he 
was elected chief justice of Dallas county, and, by five suc- 
cessive re-elections, presided over its affairs for twelve years. 
Under his administration the county had good roads, bridges, 
mile-posts and sign boards, was always out of debt, paid every 
obligation promptly, and ever had a few thousand dollars sur- 
plus. It is admitted by all informed on the subject that he 
was the model county chief justice in the State of Texas. At 
75, in good flesh and with a clear conscience, but not in har- 
mony with much of the looseness, a measure of humbuggery 
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and an unhealthy desire for the vanities of the world, which 
characterize the times, he serenely lives in the bosom of his 
family, enjoying the repose due a well-spent life and the con- 
fidence and esteem of all who bave known him longest and 

best. 



Dallas Oounty Pioneer Association. 

CrHIS Association was formed in the court house July 13th, 
1875, the twenty-ninth anniversary of the organization of 
the county. For temporary organization. Wade H. Witt was 
president, Isaac B. Webb (now dead), vice president, and 
Martin V. Cole secretary. A constitution was adopted and 
115 members enrolled. For the first year John C. McCoy was 
elected president; Isaac B. Webb, Wm. H. Hord, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth B. Durgin and Mrs. Nancy J. Cochran (now dead), vice 
presidents; Edward C. Browder (now dead), secretary; John 
W. Smith, treasurer; Elder Amon McCommas (now dead), 
chaplain; executive committee, John M. Crockett, John H. 
Cochran, Mrs. Elizabeth B. Durgin, Mrs. Martha Beeman, 
Mrs. Fanny Laws (now dead), Mrs. Thomas Ellis, Wm. B. 
Elatn and R. Alex. Rawlins. John Henry Brown, though 
not a pioneer of the county, was elected a member of the 
Association, on account of long residence in the State. 

The next meeting was held at Shady View Park, Dallas, 
July 12, 1884. The officers elected were John C. McCoy, 
president; Wm. H. Hord, R. Alex, Rawlins, Mrs. Emily 
Beeman and Mrs. Elizabeth B. Durgin, vice presidents; John 
H. Cole, treasurer; Zach. Ellis Coombes, secretary; executive 
committee, Dr. A. M. Cochran, Martin V. Cole, Elisha 
McCommas, Mrs, Martha Beeman, Mrs. S. E. Johnston, Elder 
John M. Myers and Wm. H. Beeman. 

The third annual reunion was TieVd at ^^laA:^ NV^-^ ^-as^-* 
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July 13, 1885. The officers elected were John C. McCoy, 

president; Wm. C. McKamy, Mrs. Elizabeth B. Durgin and 

J. A. Vanning, vice presidents; Martin V. Cole, secretary; 

John H. Cole, treasurer; executive committee, John M. 

Crockett, Mrs. S. E. Johnston, A. M. Cochran, Dr. A. A. 

Johnston, M. D. L. Gracey, Mrs. Martha Beeman, Elisha 

McCommas, Mid. Perry, Wm. H. Beeman and W. G. Veal. 

The fourth and much the most successful reunion was 

held in the City Park, July 12th and 13th, 1886. The officers 

elected were John C. McCoy, president (died April 30, 1887); 

John J. Eakins (died 1886), Mrs. Virginia Bledsoe Rawlins, 

Mrs. S. E. Johnston, Mrs. Mary Knight Burf ord. Col. George 

Wilson, Wm. C. McKamy, David R. Cameron, George W. 

Glover, Richard Bruton and Middleton Perry, vice presidents; 

John M Crockett, secretary; Martin V. Cole, treasurer; Elder 

John M. Myers, chaplain; executive committee, W. G. Veal, 

John Henry Brown, M. D. L. Gracey, Middleton Perry, Wm, 

H. Beeman, Elisha McCommas, Mrs. S. E. Johnston, John 

Hale and John H. Cochran. 

• 

The fifth annual reunion is to be held at the City Park, 

July 12th and 13th, 1887. 

Mr. John Beeman lived at first in a sort of fortified camp, 
near his future home, on the north side of the road, about a 
mile beyond the State Fair Grounds, where he plowed the first 
land and raised the first crop in the county; but a year or so 
later Wm. M. Cochran grew the first wheat, and it was mown 
by John H. Daniel. Returning from the colony surveyor's 
camp on Farmer's branch, Mr. Beeman, riding one of the 
horses captured when Denton was killed in 1841, at Village 
creek, was chased by Indians from near the site of the Epis- 
copal college to his camp, losing his hat and some letters, 
wliicli were found next day. The Indians refused to risk 
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an attack on the camp and retired. Mrs. Beeman, with 
her daughters, and Mrs. James J. Beeman, deceased, a few 
days after the arrival of Mrs. Gilbert, was the second civil- 
ized lady to see and to settle in Dallas county. She was 
bom Elizabeth Hunnicut. Mrs. Beeman yet lives in the 
vicinity of her original home, and, by common consent, 
should be entered and kept on the rolls as "Mother of the 
Pioneer Association.^^ 

It is altogether foreign to my purpose to follow the moral 
and material progress of the city and county of Dallas down 
to the present time, or in any sense to serve as an advertising 
medium for them. Their rapid growth — phenominal since 
the first railroad came on the 16th day of July, 1872 — is well 
understood, not only at home, but extensively throughout the 
Union. The present population of Dallas, in its entirety — 
embracing the population on the John Neely Bryan section 
and the John Grigsby league, is believed to be about forty 
thousand souls — of the county sixty thousand. In that 
limited space are twenty-five churches for white, and ten or 
twelve for colored people, with trunk line railroads diverging 
in nine directions and others under construction or soon to 
be so. Everything else, approximately speaking, has kept 
pace, and now the growth is marvelous. All the facts accom- 
plished and air the present indications justify the belief that 
Dallas is to be the chief central city of a very large and 
productive country, with a corresponding trade and com- 
merce. This much may be said in perfect candor, as it is 
said to our own people and not intended for those elsewhere; 
and more will not be said. 

My chief object has been to stimulate an honorable pride 
and closer assimilation on the part ot t\\^ oiviYusvsss. ^^^'vkss^ ^siw^ 
and county, by culling from all av«iV«Jo\^ ^wxx^^'s* •a3s^^"^§^i^i^^s^'!^ 
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in form for preservation, the most material, interesting and 
instructive facts connected with the settling and rescuing this 
admirable portion of the country from barbarian savagery, 
that the descendants of the pioneers may have indefeasible 
titles of inheritance to their courage, their patriotism and 
their heroic virtues. 

My residence in Dallas dates only from July 17th, 1871, 
but my identity with Texas dates from 1824, and actual resi- 
dence for over half a century — so that Texas — one, entire and 
indivisible — holds my allegiance and my affections ; and no 
human power can ever cause a betrayal of the one or the 
alienation of the other. 

It is the first attempt of the kind ever made in the State 
— carried forward largely in the midst of other cares, and 
must needs be imperfect in the multitude of points sought to 
be covered; but I trust those for whom it is most largely 
intended may be gratified at the result. 

Hoping yet, by the aid of those omitted arid their friends, 
to make a complete list of the early pioneers of Dallas 
county, I beg them to believe me their friend, jealous of their 
good names, and keenly jealous of the good names and well 
being of their children and grandchildren; with the expres- 
sion of a single Jdeeply seated conviction — ^that the way to 
make good men and women is to train them in virtuous ways 
under the parental roof, and send them forth into the battle 
of life fortified in the principles of honor, truth, justice and 

charity. 



ADDENDA. 



^ff^JSvemen killed by Indians in themilitaTy TOSbdex^^ditloii 
af(7o/. Wm. a. Cooke, in the fall oil^4cO,mevi\.\viXife^QtL 
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page 1, it is now quite certain, were killed at a spring 
four or five miles east of Ferris. This opinion is based on 
the discovery of human bones there several years ago, bearing 
conclusive evidence that they were the remains of white men, 
a fact communicated since the narrative of Cookers expedition 
was printed in this work. 



In August, 1841, Gen. James Smith, of the Nacogdoches 
militia, led a regiment through Dallas county. The evening 
before he reached King's Fort, or Block House, where Kauf- 
man stands, an attack by Indians on that house had been 
repulsed. Gen. Smith followed the Indian trail across Cedar 
Creek, East Fork and White Eock to the vicinity of Dallas.. 
He crossed the Trinity where Dallas is and camped at the 
spring branch a mile or so from the courthouse, and sent 
Capt. John L. Hall in command of eleven others, to discover 
the Indians. Of this number were John H. Beagan, Samuel 
and Isaac Bean, John I. Burton, Hughes Burton, George 
Lacey, Warren A Ferris, a Creek Indian named Chaxty, and 
three others. They discovered a large Indian encampment 
low down on Village Creek and returned to the Dallas camp. 
Gen. Smith moved upon the village, arriving at noon the 
next day. Smith, in command of one battalion, and guided 
by Eeagan, moved upon the upper end of the village, and 
Lieut. -Col. Elliott in command of the other battalion, and 
guided by Isaac Bean, moved upon the lower end of the 
village ; but as the commands approached each other it was 
found the Indians had fled. The explanation was that Gen. 
Tarrant, with another party from Red river, had passed 
through the cross timbers above, and was then on Village 
Creek several miles above. The Indians had discovered him 
and fled. Corn was found in their fields, and more Oj j^gg 
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camp equippage. The expeditions, therefore, failed in the 
chief object of chastising the Indians, but indirectly effecte 
much good. This was after the expeditions in May, 1841, i 
which John B. Denton was killed on Village Creek, and b< 
fore John Neely Bryan pitched his lonely camp in Dalla 
late in November of the same year. 

o 

The locally famous cyclone struck Cedar Hill, eightee 
miles southwesterly from Dallas, April 29, 1856. Mr. Did 
son, a merchant, James Berry and family, Mr. Hart and fan 
ily, and perhaps others were killed. Mrs. Merrifield ar 
children escaped almost miraculously, the house being lift€ 
and twisted into fragments, and "they in the midst^^ thereo: 
but none seriously hurt. The destruction of houses, fenci 
and wagons was complete. Thence the wind shot northeas 
erly, only sweeping the earth at an unoccupied locality, o 
the ridge on the south side of the river, three or four mih 
below Dallas; next in Hunt county, aud lastly in the soutl 
west corner of Arkansas. Some almost incredible inciden 
occurred. 



John Neely Bryan spent some time in California, preti 
early in the rush for that country. He started home with 
single companion. In the Gila-Colorado country they di 
fered as to the route and separated. Bryan made the tri 
home alone, than which it would be difficult to conceive 
more perilous or lonely one. Can it be possible that the pec 
pie of Dallas will allow his remains to repose unmarked i 
Austin? Will they not, with one accord, see that they sha 
be brought to Dallas and rest under a monument, plain bi 
durable, befitting his character and commemorating h 
memory? 
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In July, 1843, President Houston accompanied the com- 
missioners appointed by him to treat with the wild Indians, 
through Dallas county to Grapevine Springs. The commis- 
sioners were General E. H. Tarrant and Attorney General 
George W. Terrill. John H. Eeagan was the pilot, and there 
was an escort commanded by Col. Thos. L. Smith, and a 
supply train. Before starting. Gen. Houston delivered a 
Fourth of July address at Crockett. . The camp was moved 
first from Grapevine to near Thomas Keenan^s cabin, in the 
vicinity of Farmer's Branch. The delay of the Eldridge 
party, who had gone out in March to bring the Indians in, 
compelled the president to leave before their arrival. The 
camp was next moved to what afterwards became known as 
Johnson's Station, and there, on the 29th of September, 1843, 
a treaty was concluded by Messrs. Tarrant and Terrell with 
the following tribes, viz: Tehuacanos, Keechis, Wacos, Cad- 
dos, Anadarcos, Ionics, Boluxies, Dela wares and thirty isolated 
Cherokees. The Wichitas and Tow-e-ashes were deterred 
from coming in by the lies of some of the Creeks. Estecayu- 
catubba, principal chief of the Chickasaws, signed the treaty 
merely for its effect on the wild tribes. Leonard Williams 
and Luis Sanchez, of Nacogdoches, were present and aided in 
collecting the tribes, who failed to assemble on the 10th of 
August, because of the non-return of Eldridge and his party. 
Koasting Ear, S. Lewis and McCuUoch, Delaware chiefs, were 
present at the signing, and rendered service in favor of the 

treaty. * 

o 

The Dallas Company in the Mexican War. 

C-vINCE the list on page 46 was printed, Messrs. Samuel A. 

Haught and Benj. J. Prigmore \\«iN^ l\3it\i\^^^ '^^ '^^- 
lowing additional names of t\ioae ^\io ^etN^^Kw^^^'^-^^'^^ 
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c tinpany in the Mexican war, viz. : Benjamin Abbott ; Gi 
bert K. Brush, of Fort Bend county, an ex-Mier prisonei 

Thomas Callahan, Cotton, who was wounded in th 

service; Goodman, called ^'Old Music ;^' 

Gardner, whose revolver burst in Vera Cruz, wounding hi 
hand and killing his horse; John Huitt (not tl: 

same who was sheriff of Dallas county), 

Jolly (1), Jolly (2), (brothers, afterwards < 

Hopkins county); Kaufman, Benj. Leppard, Jam( 

Newton, Robbins (brother of Shelton), William Swii 

son, who married a Mexican and remained in thf 
country; Alfred Siss, killed in a row in the Cit 

of Mexico; Vance, a youth; Milton Vincen 

and Harvey Vanslyke, who died in Puebla. This 
a total of eighty-nine names out of what was probably ninety 
five, though some of the survivors say 110, 114 and 121, a 
of whom are believed to be mistaken. Mr. Prigmore is coi 
fident the number was ninety-five. 



-0- 



ERRATA. 

James J. Beeman and family came with John Beema 
from Bird's Fort in April, 184*3. 

On page 23 read Annie M. '^KimmePMnstead of Her 
derson. 

On page 25 read '^ Burnett M." Henderson. 

On page 78 read ^^ Thomas J.'* instead of George Jacl 
son ; and ''Gord" instead of Good Jackson. 

On page 79 read "Amanda Knight married B. B. Cai 
non, of Jacksonville. '' "^ 

On page 93 read "John W. Smith came in 1845, his fan 
ily in Feb. 1046. His surviving children are Lucinda, wido 
of W,W, Peak, Ellen, Eldon W. and Lula, wife of Eobe: 
Berry. "^ Tne omission was a typogTap\i\ci«b\ o^^m^t. 
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